
 

            

         21st April 2017 

 

Mr Jim Curran 

Chairperson of the National Maternity Hospital/St Vincent’s University Hospital 

Co-location Project Board, 

c/o HSE Estates, 

Sir Patrick Duns, 

Grand Canal Lower, 

Dublin2. 

 

Re: Governance  

Dear Jim 

I would like to formally put on the record, more or less, what I stated at today’s 

Project Board Meeting. 

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the generosity of St Vincent’s Healthcare 

Group and the Sisters of Charity in making available a site on their campus for 

the development of the co-located National Maternity Hospital for the care of 

women and infants.    

It is, however, in my view, wholly inappropriate in 21st century pluralist, 

secular Ireland that the ownership of this publically funded women and infants 

hospital should be entrusted in any shape, way or form to a religious 

organisation - of any denomination.  Given the chequered history of the Irish 

Catholic Church in relation to female reproductive health, it would be deeply 

insensitive if this was to happen and it would also have the potential to erode 

public confidence in the clinical services provided. It is of note that St Vincent’s 



Healthcare website states that their ‘mission of care is built around the 

philosophy and code of ethics of the Religious Sisters of Charity’.   

Owners have a certain responsibility for what happens on their property - even 

if they do not stand to make any profit from what happens; in the case of the 

co-located National Maternity Hospital, the St Vincent's Healthcare 

Group/Sisters of Charity, as owners of this new hospital, will be accountable 

for clinical practices therein, as will their nominees/representatives (directly), 

on the new Board of this hospital. To believe, despite assurances to the 

contrary, that this arrangement, could never lead to a conflict of interest 

between the ethos of the owners and their nominees/representatives on the 

Board and clinical practice is wishful thinking - and, as such, not the optimal 

basis for robust clinical governance into the future. 

The voluntary Dublin Maternity Hospitals have proven track records in terms of 

clinical expertise, efficiency and governance - despite a long legacy of 

inadequate state investment and support. In this context, and in order to 

secure the health and wellbeing of women and infants into the future, it is my 

firm view, that the co-located National Maternity Hospital should remain a 

voluntary hospital with its own appointed Board and its own appointed 

clinician-CEO; furthermore, it is my view that the co-located National 

Maternity Hospital should be in possession of its own site and infrastructure in 

order to continue to deliver and expand its services in accordance with the 

needs of the population - as defined by government policy. On its new site, this 

should, of course, be done in partnership with St Vincent's Healthcare Group in 

terms of the sharing of services, the development of common clinical pathways 

and value-for-money efficiencies under the auspices of a collegiate over-

arching campus management system. 

The Master of the National Maternity Hospital has emphasised the need for a 

new co-located hospital; the campus of St Vincent’s University Hospital is 

unquestionably the right place for this in terms of the breadth and depth of the 

adult clinical services it provides - as well its superb academic credentials and 

ideal geographical location. The Minister has worked tirelessly to expedite this 

world-class project. Outstanding legitimate concerns, however, still need to be 

resolved. Nothing, however, should stand in the way of this happening.  



As these are my views, I have also forwarded them to the Clinical Programme 

in Obstetrics & Gynaecology and the Clinical Advisory Group for their 

consideration. I would also appreciate if you would forward them to the other 

members of the Project Board. 

Yours sincerely 

Chris 

 

___________________ 

Professor Chris Fitzpatrick 

Representative of the HSE Clinical Programme in Obstetrics & Gynaecology on 

the NMH/SVUH Co-location Project Board  

Consultant Obstetrician & Gynaecologist 

Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital 

Clinical Professor 

School of Medicine UCD 

 

 

 

 

 

 


