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Dear Mr. Marley, 

 

 

I am writing to you with regard to the Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in 

Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy that was published on 27 July 2022.  Government policy seeks 

to enable the twin transitions of decarbonisation and digitalisation of Ireland’s society and 

economy.  It is important that these decarbonisation and digitalisation transitions are 

complementary and, therefore, this Statement sets out national principles to inform and guide 

future data centre development. 

The Government is committed to ensuring that these principles for sustainable data centre 

development are effective in prioritising future data centre development.  The principles set 

out in this Statement are: economic impact; grid capacity and efficiency; renewables 

additionality; co-location or proximity with future-proof energy supply; decarbonised data 

centres by design; and SME access and community benefits. Future data centres need to 

deliver strong economic benefits, have sustainable energy plans, and demonstrate a 

willingness to promote Ireland’s national decarbonisation objectives. 

I would like to draw your attention to the Decarbonisation section of the Government 

Statement and, in particular, to the following key text: 

“’Islanded’ data centre developments, that are not connected to the electricity grid and are 

powered mainly by on-site fossil fuel generation, would not be in line with national policy. 

These would run counter to emissions reduction objectives and would not serve the wider 

efficiency and decarbonisation of our energy system. Growth in ‘Islanded’ data centres could 

result in security of supply risk being transferred from electricity to gas supply, which would 

be a significant challenge given Ireland’s reliance on gas importation.” 

On the basis of this paragraph in the Government Statement it would not be appropriate for 

Gas Networks Ireland to sign any more contracts to connect data centres to the gas network 

where the data centre would be powered mainly by on-site fossil fuel generation. 
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I would appreciate it if you could contact my office to arrange a meeting to discuss this matter 

and other relevant with a view to the meeting being scheduled in early September.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Eamon Ryan, TD 

Minster for the Environment Climate and Communications  

 

CC: Aoife MacEvilly (CRU), David Hegarty (DETE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


