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There are many pathways into the curriculum of Minecraft: 
Education Edition. You might start with an after-school club, focus 
on an event or competition and move more mainstream over time 
as everyone gains confidence and skill. You might develop a specific 
vision for Minecraft's role in a unit of work and step straight into a 
full curriculum integration pilot. 

As a teacher you don’t have to be an expert in the world of 
Minecraft to create engaging and worthwhile learning experiences. 
Students will more than likely be the expert when it comes to 
Minecraft, and that’s ok. 

This episode guide is created to fully support teachers in the 
classroom while taking part in the #MSDreamSpaceTV and RTÉ 
Minecraft: Education Edition competition. 

The question can sometimes be asked “What learning can my 
students gain out of playing Minecraft?”, but by having clear 
learning goals from the outset of the lesson and a range of different 
formative assessment tools in Minecraft you can rest assured 
students are most definitely learning! 

There are many ways you can assess learning in Minecraft, the 
formative assessment tools built into the Education Edition of 
Minecraft will discuss further on in the guide, but regular formative 
practices work too: 

Rubrics to assess learning intentions.
Observation of play, discussion and collaboration, asking 
questions.
Taking notes of breakthroughs and struggles during play.
Reflective sessions.
Written and oral reflections.
Student presentations and reporting.

(Dr. Bronwyn Stucky, 2018)

(Dr. Bronwyn Stucky, 2018)



Please note: Episode 5 is not included in many of the 
content objectives as the episode focuses on coding but 
please refer to the digital learning framework to see how 
the learnings can be brought into the classroom.

Click on this link to access the full Digital 
Learning Framework or check out a sample of 
the learning outcomes included below.

https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Information-Communications-Technology-ICT-in-Schools/digital-learning-framework-primary.pdf




It is assumed that every content objective in this 
document is preceded by “The child will be enabled to....” 
as is stated in the curriculum.

Episode 1

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Understanding
Demonstration of understanding

• Respond creatively and critically to what they have heard 
and experienced.

Episode 2

Strand: Writing

Element: Communicating
Engagement

• Use writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought and to 
express individuality.

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Understanding
Vocabulary

• Select and apply a variety of strategies to acquire a wide 
range of words and phrases from different sources such as 
literature, subject-specific texts and other languages.



Episode 3

Strand: Writing

Element: Exploring and using
Purpose, genre, and voice

• Create text for a wide variety of authentic purposes, 
demonstrating an increasing understanding of the 
influence of the audience on their work.

Strand: Reading

Element: Communicating
Engagement

• Develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature and 
reading in a variety of genres across the curriculum.

Episode 4

Strand: Reading

Element: Exploring and using
Response and author’s intent

• Compare, contrast and critically reflect on the intent of 
different authors and discuss various interpretations of 
text in a wide range of genres.

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Exploring and using
Requests, questions and interactions

• Express personal needs, opinions and preferences, 
explaining and justifying their perspective.



Episode 6

Strand: Writing

Element: Communicating
Engagement

• Use writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought and to 
express individuality.

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Understanding
Demonstration of understanding

• Respond creatively and critically to what they have heard 
and experienced.

Episode 1

3rd and 4th class 
4th class specific 

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Construct and draw 2-D shapes. 

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 

2-D and 3-D shapes. 



Strand: Number

Strand Unit: Operations
Multiplication

• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 
multiplication of whole numbers.

Strand: Measures

Strand Unit: Length 
• Estimate, compare, measure and record length of an object 

using appropriate metric units, and selecting suitable 
instruments for measuring. 

• Understand, estimate and measure the perimeter of 2-D 
shapes. 

Strand Unit: Area  
• Estimate, compare and measure the area of regular and 

irregular shapes. 

Episode 2

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Construct and draw 2-D shapes. 

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 

2-D and 3-D shapes. 



Episode 3

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Construct and draw 2-D shapes. 

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 

2-D and 3-D shapes. 

Strand: Number

Strand Unit: Operations
Addition and subtraction

• Add and subtract, without and with remaining, within 9999.
• Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction.

Division
• Develop an understanding of division as sharing and as 

repeated subtraction.
• Develop and/or recall division facts within 100.
• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 

division of whole numbers.

Episode 4

Not Applicable

Episode 5

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Construct and draw 2-D shapes. 



Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 

2-D and 3-D shapes. 

Strand: Number

Strand Unit: Operations
Multiplication

• Solve and complete practical tasks and problems involving 
multiplication of whole numbers.

Strand: Measures

Strand Unit: Length 
• Estimate, compare, measure and record length of an 

object using appropriate metric units, and selecting 
suitable instruments for measuring. 

• Understand, estimate and measure the perimeter of 2-D 
shapes. 

Strand Unit: Area  
• Estimate, compare and measure the area of regular and 

irregular shapes. 

Episode 6

Not Applicable



Episode 1

Strand: Materials

Strand Unit: Properties and Characteristics of Materials 
• Identify and investigate a range of common materials in 

the immediate environment.
• Recognise that materials can be solid, liquid or gaseous. 
• Describe and compare materials, noting the differences in 

colour, shape and texture.
• Distinguish between raw and manufactured materials.
• Investigate how materials may be used in construction.

Strand: Living things

Strand Unit: Plant and Animal Life
• Investigate the factors that affect plant growth.
• Understand that plants use light energy from the sun.
• Come to appreciate that animals depend on plants and 

indirectly on the sun for food.

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Environmental awareness
• Identify the interrelationship of the living and non-living 

elements of local and other environments.
• Become aware of the importance of the Earth’s renewable 

and non-renewable resources.
• Come to appreciate the need to conserve resources.

Strand Unit: Caring for the Environment 
• Examine a number of ways in which the local environment 

could be improved or enhanced.



Episode 2

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Science and the Environment 
• Begin to explore and appreciate the application of science 

and technology in familiar contexts.
• Identify some ways in which science and technology 

contributes positively to society.
• Recognise and investigate human activities which have 

positive or adverse effects on local and wider 
environments.

Strand: Living things

Strand Unit: Human Life
• Become aware of and investigate breathing.

Episode 3 – 5

Not Applicable 

Episode 6

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Caring for the environment
• Examine a number of ways in which the local environment 

could be improved or enhanced.
• Identify and discuss a local, national or global 

environmental issue.
• Realise that there is a personal and community 

responsibility for taking care of the environment.



Episode 1

Strand: Human environments

Strand Unit: People Living and Working in the Local Area
• Explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major 

features of the built environment in the locality and in a 
contrasting part of Ireland.

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Environment Awareness
• Identify, discuss and record aspects of local natural and 

human environments which are considered attractive or 
unattractive.

• Identify the interrelationships of living and non-living 
elements of local and other environments.

• Become aware of the Earth’s renewable and non-
renewable resources.

• Come to appreciate the need to conserve the Earth’s 
resources.

Skills:
• Develop some familiarity with, and engage in practical use of, 

maps and photographs of different scales and purposes.
• Develop an understanding of and use some common map 

features and conventions.
• Make simple maps of home, classroom, school and immediate 

environment.

Episode 2

Not Applicable 



Episode 3

Strand: Natural environments

Strand Unit: The Local Natural Environment 
• Investigate and become familiar with some natural 

features in the local environment. 

Episode 4

Not Applicable

Episode 6

Strand: Human environments 

Strand Unit: People Living and Working in my Locality 
• Learn about and come to appreciate and respect the 

people and communities who live and work in the locality 
and in a contrasting part of Ireland.

• Become aware of the natural features in the locality.
• Explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major 

features of the built environment in the locality.

Strand Unit: County, Regional and National Centres
• Become familiar with the location and names of urban 

areas in the county, some of their important buildings, 
factories and other features.

Strand: Natural environments

Strand Unit: The Local Natural Environment
• Investigate and become familiar with some natural 

features in the local environment.



Throughout all Episodes

Strand: Construction

Strand Unit: Making Constructions
• Explore and experiment with the properties and 

characteristics of materials in making structures.
• Make imaginative structures.
• Look at collections or photographs of natural and built 

structures and investigate spatial arrangements, balance, 
outline.

• Look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other 
children.

Strand: Print

Strand Unit: Making prints
• Use a computer art program to create original images that 

are not dependent on clip art.

Skills:
• Develop some familiarity with, and engage in practical use of, 

maps and photographs of different scales and purposes.
• Develop an understanding of and use some common map 

features and conventions.
• Make simple maps of home, classroom, school and immediate 

environment.



Episode 1

Strand: Local studies

Strand Unit: My Family
• Explore aspects of personal family history or the family 

history of a person known to him/her.

Strand Unit: Home
• Explore changes which have taken place in the home and 

other homes in the area.

Episode 2 – 3

Not Applicable 

Skills:
• Develop awareness of how people and objects occupy space
• Develop an understanding of how spaces can be organised 

through experience of construction.
• Become sensitive to shape and to relationships between shapes 

in the visual environment.
• Recognise the three-dimensional nature of form in objects
• Begin to use line sketches and diagrams to clarify design ideas 

to be interpreted in three-dimensional form.



Episode 4

Strand: Story

Strand Unit: Stories from the lives of people in the past
• Listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of stories from 

the lives of people who have made a contribution to local 
and/or national life and to the lives of people in other 
countries through technological, scientific, cultural and 
artistic activities as well as those who have contributed to 
social and political developments.

• Become aware of the lives of women, men and children 
from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious 
backgrounds, including the lives of ‘ordinary’ as well as 
‘more famous’ people.

Episode 6

Strand: Local studies

Strand Unit: Buildings, Sites or Ruins in my Locality
• Actively explore some features of the local environment.
• Investigate various aspects of these sites.
• Present findings using a variety of media and appropriate 

timelines

Strand Unit: My Locality Through the Ages
• Study a period or periods in the history of the local village, 

town, city area, townland, parish or county.

Strand: Story

Strand Unit: Stories from People in my Locality
• Listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of stories from 

the lives of people who have made a contribution to local 
and/or national life.



Episode 1

Strand: Myself

Strand Unit: Self-identity
Self-awareness

• Identify personal preferences, dreams for the future, and 
hopes.

Developing self-confidence
• Enhance his/her own learning.

Episode 2

Not Applicable 

Episode 3

Strand: Myself

Strand Unit: Making decisions
• Learn and begin to devise a simple decision-making 

strategy.

Strand: Myself and others

Strand unit: Relating to others
Communicating

• Listen carefully and reflectively to others



Episode 4

Strand: Myself and others

Strand unit: Relating to others
• identify reasons for conflict in different situations

Strand: Myself and the wider world

Strand unit: Developing citizenship
Local and wider communities

• Recognise how each person has both an individual and a 
communal responsibility to the community.

• Appreciate the diversity of people or groups within 
communities and the importance of mutual respect, 
empathy and understanding for living together in peace 
and harmony.

• Examine how justice, fairness and equality may or may not 
be exemplified in a community.

Episode 6

Strand: Myself and the wider world

Strand unit: Developing citizenship
Environmental care

• Appreciate and respect the environment and learn that 
there is an individual and community responsibility in 
caring for the environment and protecting it for future 
generations.





It is assumed that every content objective in this 
document is preceded by “The child will be enabled 
to....” as is stated in the curriculum.

Episode 1

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Understanding
Demonstration of understanding

• Respond creatively and critically to what they have heard 
and experienced

Episode 2

Strand: Writing

Element: Communicating
Engagement

• Use writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought and to 
express individuality.

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Understanding
Vocabulary

• Select and apply a variety of strategies to acquire a wide 
range of words and phrases from different sources such as 
literature, subject-specific texts and other languages.

• Critically select and use a wide-ranging, complex oral 
vocabulary, phrases and figurative language for familiar, 
abstract and subject-specific concepts and topics, as 
appropriate to audience and purpose.



Episode 3

Strand: Writing

Element: Exploring and using
Purpose, genre, and voice

• Create text for a wide variety of authentic purposes, 
demonstrating an increasing understanding of the 
influence of the audience on their work.

Strand: Reading

Element: Communicating
Engagement

• Develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature and 
reading in a variety of genres across the curriculum.

Episode 4

Strand: Reading

Element: Exploring and using
Response and author’s intent

• Compare, contrast and critically reflect on the intent of 
different authors and discuss various interpretations of 
text in a wide range of genres.

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Exploring and using
Requests, questions and interactions

• Express personal needs, opinions and preferences, 
explaining and justifying their perspective.



Episode 6

Strand: Writing

Element: Communicating
Engagement

• Use writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought and to 
express individuality.

Strand: Oral Language

Element: Understanding
Demonstration of understanding

• Respond creatively and critically to what they have heard 
and experienced.



Episode 1

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Classify 2-D shapes according to their lines of symmetry.

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Identify and examine 3-D shapes.

Strand: Measures

Strand Unit: Length
• Select and use appropriate instruments of measurement.
• Estimate and measure length using appropriate metric 

units.
• Estimate and measure the perimeter of regular and 

irregular shapes.
• Use and interpret scales on maps and plans.

Strand Unit: Area
• Calculate area using square centimetres and square 

metres.
• Find the area of a room from a scale plan.

Strand: Algebra

Strand Unit: Variables 
• Explore the concept of a variable in the context of simple 

patterns, tables and simple formulae and substitute values 
for variables.

5th and 6th class 
6th class specific 



Episode 2

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Classify 2-D shapes according to their lines of symmetry.

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Identify and examine 3-D shapes.

Episode 3

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Classify 2-D shapes according to their lines of symmetry.
• Plot simple co-ordinates and apply where appropriate.

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Identify and examine 3-D shapes.

Strand: Measures

Strand Unit: Length
• Select and use appropriate instruments of measurement.
• Estimate and measure length using appropriate metric 

units.
• Estimate and measure the perimeter of regular and 

irregular shapes.
• Use and interpret scales on maps and plans.

Strand Unit: Area
• Select and use appropriate instruments of measurement.
• Calculate area using square centimetres and square 

metres.
• Find the area of a room from a scale plan.



Strand: Number

Strand Unit: Operations
• Add and subtract whole numbers and decimals.

Strand Unit: Fractions
• Understand and use simple ratios.

Strand: Algebra

Strand Unit: Directed Numbers
• Identify positive and negative numbers in context.
• Identify positive and negative numbers on the number line.

Episode 4

Not Applicable

Episode 5

Strand: Shape and space

Strand Unit: 2-D Shapes
• Classify 2-D shapes according to their lines of symmetry.

Strand Unit: 3-D Shapes
• Identify and examine 3-D shapes.



Strand: Measures

Strand Unit: Length
• Select and use appropriate instruments of measurement.
• Estimate and measure length using appropriate metric 

units.
• Estimate and measure the perimeter of regular and 

irregular shapes.
• Use and interpret scales on maps and plans.

Strand Unit: Area
• Calculate area using square centimetres and square 

metres.
• Find the area of a room from a scale plan.

Episode 6

Not Applicable



Episode 1

Strand: Living things

Strand Unit: Plant and Animal Life 
• Become aware of the sun as a source of energy for plants 

through photosynthesis.
• Become aware of some of the basic life processes in 

animals and plants.
• Investigate the factors that affect plant growth.

Strand: Materials

Strand Unit: Characteristics of Materials 
• Recognise that materials can be in solid, liquid or gas form.
• Identify and investigate a widening range of common 

materials in the immediate environment. 
• Identify how materials are used.

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Environmental Awareness and Care
• Become aware of the importance of the Earth’s renewable 

and non-renewable resources. 
• Foster an appreciation of the ways in which people use the 

Earth’s resources.
• Come to appreciate the need to conserve resources.



Strand: Energy and forces

Strand Unit: Light
• Understand the role of sunlight in photosynthesis and 

appreciate that the sun gives us heat and light without 
which people and animals could not survive. 

Episode 2

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Science and the Environment
• Recognise the contribution of scientists to society.
• Appreciate the application of science and technology in 

familiar contexts.
• Examine some ways that science and technology have 

contributed. positively to the use of the Earth’s resources.

Strand: Energy and forces

Strand Unit: Forces
• Come to appreciate that gravity is a force.
• Become aware that objects have weight because of the pull 

of gravity.

Episode 3 - 6

Not Applicable 



Skills Development (Throughout all Episodes) : 
• Develop the ability to draw designs showing different 

perspectives of proposed objects.
• Ask questions about animals, plants, objects and events in the 

immediate environment and their relationships.
• Ask questions that will help in drawing conclusions and 

interpreting information.
• Explore freely how a range of shapes, objects and other 

constructions could be made using a variety of materials.
• Communicate their design plan using sketches, models and 

other media including information and communication 
technologies.

• Evaluate the feasibility of the design proposal and possible 
modifications to it, bearing in mind the resources available.

• Identify problems with, or undesirable effects of, a design during 
construction; propose and implement alterations as the object is 
made.

• Justify the ideas, materials, joins, procedures and techniques 
used and indicate possible improvements discuss and justify 
modifications that would improve the overall quality and stability 
of the outcome .



Episode 1

Strand: Human environments 

Strand Unit: People Living and Working in the Local Area
• Explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major 

features of the built environment in the locality and in a 
contrasting part of Ireland.

Episode 2

Strand: Human environments 

Strand Unit: People Living and Working in the Local Area
• Explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major 

features of the built environment in the locality and in a 
contrasting part of Ireland.

Strand: Natural environments

Strand Unit: Planet Earth in Space 
• Recognise that the Earth, its moon, the sun, other planets 

and their satellites are separate bodies and are parts of the 
solar system.

• Develop a simple understanding of the interrelationship of 
these bodies, including day and night and seasonal 
movements.



Episode 3

Skills:
• Compare maps, globes, aerial photographs, satellite 

photographs and other remotely sensed images. 
• Develop some awareness of problems of map construction.
• Construct some simple maps and models of natural and human 

features in the local environment.
• Develop an understanding of and use common map features 

and conventions.
• Develop familiarity with, and engage in practical use of, maps 

and photographs of a variety of scales and purposes.

Episode 4

Strand: Human environments 

Strand Unit: People and other lands
• Study some aspects of the environments and lives of 

people in one location in Europe and one location in 
another part of the world.

• Develop an increasing awareness of the interdependence 
of people in these places and people in Ireland.

• Learn to value and respect the diversity of peoples and 
their lifestyles in these areas and other parts of the world.

• Become aware of various ethnic, religious and linguistic 
groups of peoples in Ireland, Europe and the wider world.



Episode 6

Strand: Human environments 

Strand Unit: People living and working in the local area
• Learn about and come to appreciate the peoples and 

communities who live and work in the locality and in a 
contrasting part of Ireland.

• Become aware of the natural features in the locality and in 
a contrasting part of Ireland and their interrelationship 
with the lives of people living in these places.

• Explore and investigate, especially through practical 
studies, one or more of the important economic activities 
of people in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland.

• Learn about the methods of transport and transport routes 
in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland.

Strand Unit: County, Regional and national centres
• Identify some of their important buildings, features, 

facilities, parks, work-places.

Strand: Natural environments

Strand Unit: The Local Natural Environment
• Investigate and learn about the main natural features in 

the locality and county.

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Caring for the environment
• Examine a number of ways in which local and other 

environments could be improved or enhanced.
• Identify and discuss a local, national or global 

environmental issue.
• Come to appreciate individual, community and national 

responsibility for environmental care.



Throughout all Episodes 

Strand: Drawing

Strand Unit: Making drawings
• Draw imaginative themes using inventive pattern and 

detail.

Strand Unit: Looking and Responding
• Look at and talk about his/her work, the work of other 

children.
• Look at, investigate and talk about spatial arrangements, 

balance and outline in collections or photographs of 
natural and manufactured structures. 

Strand: Print

Strand Unit: Making prints
• Use a computer art program to create original images that 

are not dependent on clip art.

Strand: Construction

Strand Unit: Making Constructions 
• Explore and experiment with the properties and 

characteristics of materials in making structures.
• Make drawings from observation to analyse form and 

structure.
• Make imaginative structures.

Skills:
• Use three-dimensional materials as media in which to design 

and invent.
• Develop basic understanding of aerial and linear perspective 

(spatial organisation) 



Episode 1

Strand: Local studies

Strand Unit: Homes
• Compare and classify a range of homes in the area (ideally 

homes from a variety of periods).
• Investigate local and/or regional variations or similarities in 

building styles and materials.

Episode 2 - 3

Not Applicable 

Episode 4

Strand: Politics, Conflict and Society

Strand Unit: Ireland, Europe and the world, 1960 to the present
• Acquire some knowledge of the major personalities, events 

or developments in these periods.
• Explore, discuss, compare and develop some simple 

understanding of the attitudes, beliefs, motivations and 
actions of differing individuals and groups of people in the 
past.

• Begin to develop some appreciation of the ‘mind-set’ of 
former generations appreciate that the notion of tolerance 
developed over time, that the notion of equality of 
treatment of people had to evolve over time.

• Develop a growing sense of personal, national, European 
and wider identities.



Strand: Story

Strand Unit: Stories from the lives of people in the past
• Listen to, discuss, retell and record a wide range of stories 

from the lives of people who have made a contribution to 
local and/or national life and to the lives of people in other 
countries through technological, scientific, cultural and 
artistic activities as well as those who have contributed to 
social and political developments.

• Discuss the actions and feelings of characters.
• Discuss the attitudes and motivations of characters in their 

historical context.
• Express or record stories through oral and written forms, 

art work, music, drama, mime, movement, information and 
communication technologies.

Episode 6

Strand: Local studies

Strand Unit: Buildings or Sites in my Locality
• Actively explore some features of the local environment.
• Identify opportunities to become involved in enhancing 

and protecting the environmental features.
• Present findings using a variety of media and appropriate 

timelines.

Strand: Story

Strand Unit: Stories from the lives of people in the past
• Listen to, discuss, retell and record a wide range of stories 

from the lives of people who have made a contribution to 
local and/or national life.



Episode 1

Strand: Myself

Strand unit: Self-identity
Developing self-confidence

• Enhance skills to improve learning.

Strand unit: Making decisions
• Discuss and practice a simple decision-making strategy.

Strand: Myself and others

Strand unit: Myself and my family
• Explore and discuss families and homes and how they can 

vary in many ways.

Episode 2

Not Applicable 

Episode 3

Strand: Myself and others

Strand unit: Relating to others
Communicating

• Listen actively to others and respect what each person has 
to say.



Episode 4

Strand: Myself and the wider world

Strand unit: Developing citizenship
National, European and wider communities

• Recognise and acknowledge the various cultural, religious, 
ethnic or other groups that exist in a community or society 
and explore ways in which these differences can be 
respected.

• Explore how justice and peace can be promoted between 
people and groups, both nationally and internationally.

• Realise and begin to understand the unequal distribution 
of the world’s resources.

Episode 6

Strand: Myself and the wider world

Strand unit: Developing citizenship
Environmental care

• Appreciate the environment and develop a sense of 
individual and community responsibility for caring for the 
environment and being custodians of the Earth for future 
generations.


