These guides look mostly friendly but
( competition for business wds fiercel

Still felling tales

Millions of people have come to the Giant’s
Causeway, and they’ve been coming for hundreds
of years! Look at these photos and you'll see faces
and fashions from long ago. And foraslong as
people have been coming, there’s been awarm
welcome as well as guides eager to tell their tales
about the Causeway.

=ARNING
A LIVING

Tourists would

Sometimes be Way baék in1708, people were already taking
fought over for guided tours of the Causeway. We know that
their business! “}_\, from an account written by Samuel Molyneux

about his visit. (That name sound familiar? He
was the nephew of Sir Thomas!) These guides
were all local, some started as youngas 15 and
others were still guiding well into their 8os!
They must have thought it easier and safer
work than fishing out at sea.

STEADY ON
GUIDES!

When the Causeway tram started running in 1887
lots more people came to visit the Causeway, and
there would be a small army of guides ready and
waiting for them. They were all keen to take the
tourists’ money and give them their own version
ofthe Causeway tour. If there weren’t enough
tourists to go round, the guides would actually
break into fights over them!

The Causewdy tram wds super
dgreends it wds the world's
very first trdm powered by
hydroelectricityl The water
cdme from the River Bush.

SEEN FROM THE SEA

A boat tour used to be an essential part of €
any day trip to the Causeway. Up to 20
passengers would be loaded into seven-
metre long rowboats and taken all along

the coast. They’'d even be taken into caves,
andin one of them sgmeone would be
waiting with a gun that they’d fire off a) to
show the visitors how sounds were magnified
in the cave and b) to scare the poor tourists
half to death! The National Trust took over -
the Causeway in1961and decided not to take
* visitors out to sea and not to fire gunsnear
them for entertainment!

Tt doesn't lock much sater in the rowboadts!

i 1L IIDES
KING OF THE GUIDES
There was one guide who was par‘ticularly famousand
he was guiding visitors well before the National Trust took
over the care of the Causeway and carried on for years
after. Alec Martin was ‘King of the Causeway’ and would

entertain visitors with his stories as well as offer them
souvenirs he’d made bimselﬂ /
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Row your own bodt

Early visitors, the brave ones anyway, took
their tours from little rowboats! You can’t
cake a boat tour any more, but you can make

your own boat! Here’s how, ..

Folditin halfagain
and openitup.

Fold the top cornersin to

the middle crease like this.

Take a piece of A4 paper
and fold itin halflike so.

2

Tk 0 \ J .

Hold the bottom of the Flip ft overand fold doyy, Then fold the bottom up
side facing youand fold up the littfe triangles bokin 6 to cover the folded-down
aver the triangles. over the other sjde sup triangles.
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From this shape openit up
in the other direction
and flatten.

Now take hold of the point
at the bottomand fold it up
to the top.

It'll look like this.

1

Gently pull apart from
the points at the top and
- tadah! - arowboat.

Flip it over and fold
the other pointup. _

Openit upagain
and flatten.
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UNBER THE SEA

The sea around the Giant's Causeway is full of
watery wildlife, but seals are a favourite with
visitors as well as the people lucky enough to work
here. We've got both common and grey seals.
Greys are actually commoner, and they breed on
the rocky coast around the Causeway from
September to December. They’re wary of humans
but can sometimes be spotted playing offshore. /f?
/

/

A young grey sedl in

Causeway Wildlife

The Causeway is one massive wonder of nature millions
of years old. But there are also living wonders of nature
creeping, crawling, swimming, fishing and flying all over
the place! Some are easier to spot than others, but

all these are here if you look hard enough.

* big brown sedweed,

’: E AT H E QY knehinigs kel ‘Seals spend most of

| | their lives in the wdter.
F Q ‘ E N D S They cdn even sleep

h Basking sharks there by doing something
We all know Frank now but there are masses of dre the second- cdlled ‘bottling. They

' other bird species that also call the Causeway largest fish det into dn upright
home, at least for part of the year. in the world: position withjust their

only the whale
shark is bigger.

W, A

If you wanted big, nothing in the waters round
here gets bigger than this! Basking sharks can
grow up to 8 metres — aslongasahouseis
talll But if you see the tip of their metre-tall fin
sticking out of the water, don’t panicand scream
‘SHARKY Basking sharks only feed on plankton,
tiny drifting organisms that live in the surface

layers of the sea. quqc,les
(the litte ones)

hedds above water.

Eider duck

These ducks make their nests

in crevices onand around the
Causeway. Eiderdown - soft
feathers from the mother’s breast
-isused to line the nests to keep
the young nice and cosy. You may

have heard the name before, as NV Al = and limpets
0y51’e|"0d'|'0h6|"5 these feathers are sometimes _ B ——— e 7 ( the bi P )
These prefer to nest in the open, sometimes on used to fill quilts and duvets. % . s h R o A e bigones
the top of the columns themselves! They're easy ' 4
I to spot with their bright red legs and long orange 7
bill, which they use to prise open shellfish. Razorbill /

At low tide rock pools become little aguariums,
letting you get up close to various watei-loving
creatures without you even having to get your
feet wet! Just remember, it's always better

to look and not touch. Once you've found

one of the animals, put a tick beside it.

This stocky black and white bird normally lives
out at sea, only coming onto land to breed. If you
see them up close there’s that distinctive bill of
course, but you may notice them fishing off
shore, diving into the water when they see an
eel or fish. They can even use their wings as
paddles to chase their prey underwater!

Sed dnemone

Even more tourists!

Some birds live here all year,
but some come for their annual
holidays. Wheatears and
grasshopper warblers both
travel all the way from Africa
to nest at the Causeway.

/

o= Common stdrfish

" Grasshopper wdrbler
in mid-warble!
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Who lives where?

Can you match these Causeway
residents to their habitats?

Watch your stepl

Thousands of basalt pillars making a pavement

out to sea. The skies and the seas teeming with life.
There’s enough here to make your head spin! But
that’s not even all there is to see — you just need to
look a little more closely, and watch where you tread!

NHAT GROWS HERE? bty ants

You might think that plants would have a hard The oysterplant is usually found on the
time growing at the Giant’s Causeway. It’strue,a  shingle near the sea, and has silvery-green
lot of plants would struggle to make a home here leaves and produces tiny blue flowers in

among the rocks, being lashed by the wind and summer. It gets its name because its
the rain. But that just makes the plants that do leaves taste of oysters. Pretty salty then!
grow here that much more amazing. We don’t recommend you trying it for yourself.

Also look out for Scots lovage, which is only
foundin Northern Ireland and Scotland. Also
rare is sea spleenwort, whichis a type of fern
you'll find growing in crevices in the rocks.

Some plants add a real splash of colour to
the Causeway in the summer months, when
you'll see clumps of bird’s-foot trefoil (yellow),
sea campion (white) and sea pinks (you can
work out what colour they arel).

The caterpillar of the pygmy sorrel
moth feeds inside the leaf of
common sorrel found on the slopes
here at the Giant's Cdusewdy. It is
Britdin's smallest moth and really
is tiny—just 3 mm from the tip of
one wing to the other. The Giant's
Causewdy is the only place it's

A chedp way of getting the taste of oysters? been recorded in Northern Ireldnd.
LIVING ROCKS!

One of the most amazing discoveries at the These funny-looking

Causeway was made in a shallow puddle in 2012. lumps of dlgde have

It was a colony of stromatolites, which are tiny existed on Edrth for

blue-green bacteria that can photosynthesise like ~ 3,000,000,000 years!

plants. Over thousands of years these build up

into a hard rock that continues to grow. This may (

not sound like much, until you discover that these \_ﬁ,
are one of the earliest life forms on Earth, first
appearing three billion years ago, long before

the dinosaurs. Adding to the excitement of the
discovery is the fact that stromatolites are usually
foundin salty lakes in warmer countries, for
example Australia, Brazil and Mexico, so it was

a huge surprise when they were found living in
fresh waterin Northern Ireland!
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Farewell froM Frank

Well I hope you’ve been blown away by what you've
seen here at the Giant’s Causeway, and not just by
the wind - it can get pretty wild! What you've seen
is so special that it’s been declared a World Heritage
Site (WHS). This means it gets extra special care

Which suits me fine because this is my home! A

and attention, because what’s here issoimportant. =~~~

- The world's
heritage

The Giant’s Causeway is
certainly special, but there are
plenty of others around the
world. See if you canidentify
these places. You can ask

grown-ups for help - after

all, they should be interested
in this stuff too!

WHAT'S WHS™Y

|

|

‘ A World Heritage Siteis a landmark or area that
has been officially recognised by the United

! Nations Educational, Scientificand Cultural

Organization (UNESCO). There are overa

thousand of themaround the world. There are

three types of World Heritage Site - natural,

cultural and a mix of the two. The Giant’s

Causeway made the list in 1986, not only for the

amazing beauty ofits landscape but also because

of what it tells us about Earth’s ancient past.

i 28 FAREWELL FROM FRANK

TAKE CARE

| don’t need to tell you why it’s so important we
look after these places. It’s pretty obvious to me
and I'm a bird! We’ve only got this one world and
the things on it are finite, which means that they’ll
run out one day, and that day will come sooner if
we’re not careful. For example, if you humans
catch too many fish or pollute the waters and kill
them off, then what am | supposed to eat?!

So go and tell all your friends about this
amazing place. It might be the first World
Heritage Site you've visited, but let’s hope you
get out there and see some more of the world’s
amazing wonders.

R




3

30

Take our giant quit:

f

All the world's ldnds were once
part of d giant super continent:
whdt wds it cdlled?

A Atlantis

B Gaia

c Pangaea

D Frangipane

3

Whdt wds the name of the fabled
Scottish giant that Finn built his
Cdusewady to meet and fight?

A Benjamin

B Benandjerry
¢ Benandonner
p Benfogle

TAREQUR GIANT QLIZ!

These dre some amazing
collections of columns, minus d few
letters. Cdn you £ill in the blanks?

B RSB WSl ]

LG 5 - Ol

S R NS S
e SECOIREEANISRS

6

Whdt wds the ndme of the artist
who famously painted the Giant's
Cdusewdy picking up d prize in
the process?

A SusannaDrew
B Susanna Drury
¢ Susanna Dreary
D Susanna Dandy

8

How do we describe the way the
sections of columns fit fogether?

A Balland chain
B Batandball

¢ Hinge and bracket
p Balland socket

The part of the Earth
mdde of liquid metal
is called what?

A The mantle

B Theinnercore

¢ Theouter core

p Cor,it’shotinhere

A i -—-—-ﬁw
r.uu;z.... mp—‘—i.‘-utayﬂ

B et

J

The Gidnt's Causewdy and
formations like it dre dll mdde
of d volednic rock called what?

A Asphalt

B Basalt

¢ Chalk

D Limestone

Sir Thomas Molyneux was

the first person to study the
Giant’s Cdusewdy in detail,
but he never.visited it for
himsel#! How did he manage it?

A He visited similar
rock formations
B He got someone to send him

bits of the Causeway in the mail

¢ Hesentsomeoneto
take photos
p Hegoogledit

e ﬁ@n
B e 5

q

The many-sided shapes of the
columns dt the Cdusewdy dre its
most famous fedture. Can you
mdtch up the following?

five-sided heptagonal
six-sided pentagonal
seven-sided octagonal
eight-sided hexagonal

i

With size 93% feet, Finn is thought
to hdve been how tdll? Here's d clue:

the dverdage man hds size 10 feet
and is 1.8 metres tall.

A Around 6 metres
B Nearly1o metres
¢ Over16 metres

p Around 66 metres

&
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What do basking shdrks eat?

A Seals

B Unwary tourists
’ ¢ Plankton

p Largefish

i2

Which country did the sailors
on bodrd the gdlleon La Girond
come from?

A Mexico

B Scotland
¢ Spain

p England

N

Stromdtolites first dppedred on
Earth three billion years ago!
That's d lot of zeros, but just
how many?

A 30,000

B 300,000

C 3,000,000

D 3,000,000,000

),

Humphrey the camel is not redlly
cdmel dt dll, but d camel-shaped bit
of very hard rock. What is this
type of rock cdlled?

A Dolerite
B Laterite
¢ Ammonite
D Vegemite

Here dre some birds that you'll find at
the Giant's Causewdy but we've
Jjumbled them upl Which feathery
friends dre these?

» BRAZILLOR

s ERSCRATCHYTOE
¢ DUKE CIDER
o ANEATHER

TAKE OUR GIANT QUIZ! 3] .
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Answers

ﬂ l%@ef7

Hexagon wordsearch The hunt for treasure

0Odd one out! — ]
Sl oy oo R D|F |G H M| I |§tiiNt6s ATF|G|J]sS |
o e e o et All lO|N|B|M G|x|v|icg u/y|I|L|D |
We've hidden a triangle in amongst all these T i
hexagons. Can you find 2 B|S/F|B|N|A|B|Q|W|G|H|I |O|R|E|F
NI'\___RAM CDERAHM!:-[G
mlTlo W wlelelaleli J|wlr|T|AlH
K| E|D|N[AJV | $ittty 7|p|o ]
AVDRLI\AM_GC\J Lim| 1[N K
8l 1 L
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dge GlE[mM|ola | H|[mM[N|A|P|ttetndis|aly
Anyone order a causeway? Aliplelnlu @l N R bIALFH|LIT
E| K8 | R T | M w|[D|T|R/E|D|V N|F|R
C::b _.U_‘S.“__H._ATGHK‘RAVMGE
e L TR o g Tl T o e b e[ ]l T
é\\\\& \,g.’\(\},\ X|6 S|E[D|H| I |L[M|K L U/A|O]S
NN iﬁ E'l ] é AID|BIN|T|L|M|E | F BT Tm7™
J -————-w ’__\"/—‘ YIG_T'G':'E""_B'VBEMGHiI|ET
1 Onceuponatime, over 6omillion 2 Around 60 million years ago, 3 Thelava in the river valley cools, P
years ago, there was a river running cracks open upin the Earth’s crust _ solidifies and turns into rock, quickly dge 27 Pdse Z_q
through a valley that was covered and out oozes lava. This happens at the top and slowly at the bottom. .
with plants and trees. not just once, but lots of times, over  The slowly cooling lava cracksin Who lives where? The world’s heritage
time filling up the river valley. even patterns.
: 1 Basking on a sunny slope: Common lizard 1 Stonehenge, United Kingdom
2 Perched around patches of scrub: Stonechat 2 Easterlsland, Pacific Ocean
3 Flitting about in grass near the top of the cliffs: 3 Macchu Picchu, Peru
Grayling butterfly - 4 The Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx, Egypt
4 Crawlingaround in grassy banks: 5 The Great Wall of China, China
Fox moth caterpillar 6 TajMahal, India

5 Skittering on the steep slopes around
the Causew;}y: Ants

4 Things get really chilly. Lots of 5 Things start to warm up again,

the Earth’s surface is coveredin the ice melts, the sea levels rise and
massive, slow-moving glaciers that waves wear away at the rock,

scrape away at the top layers When the sea levels drop again, the
of rock. Causeway isrevealedinallits glory! -
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