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The artwork above is by Niamh Sharkey and it featured in the Glucksman’s Viewpoints exhibition. You can
find out more about Niamh’s fabulous books and illustrations here: http://niamhsharkey.com
CREATIVE EXPLORATION
Look at the image closely and answer the following questions:
What is happening in this picture?
What items can you spot in the picture?
Can you spot any differences between the two squirrels?
Can you think of a story around the girl and her painted squirrel (and the other squirrel)?
ART ACTIVITY
MATERIALS: Paper, Watercolours, Paintbrush, Water, Pencils, Eraser and Sharpener
Today, we are going to look at how to use watercolours to create images of different kinds of animals.
If you don’t have watercolours at home, you can use food colouring or paints instead.
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Activity 1: Splash and Doodle
Sometimes we need a little help to get into creative mode!
Take a blank page, watercolours and a paint brush and put marks, splashes and shapes onto the page.
Like this:

Grab a pencil and start creating! Some splashes might look like figures, or creatures like monsters and insects.
Or what else can you spot?

The Splash + Doodle activity is also great to work on as a team. If you have large pieces of paper, you can
make lots and lots of splashes and work with your siblings and parents on it as well!
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Activity 2: Your Favourite Games
Niamh Sharkey’s artwork responds to the theme of Creativity and Play in the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child. You have the right to play!
Can you think of your favourite game? What is it? And what are the rules? Do you play it inside or
outdoors? Why do you like to play it?
Take a piece of white paper and draw your favourite game including a background.
Use the watercolours to make your favourite game a colourful image!

We would love to see what artworks you create. Ask your parents or guardian to share them with us on
the Glucksman’s facebook, twitter, or instagram pages and we will post them to our online galleries on
our website.
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