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Introduction
Every radio documentary
is accompanied by a set
of teaching and learning
resources.  The resources begin
with a suggested plan for a
unit of work using the learning
outcomes from the Junior
Cycle English specification.  
Worksheets are indicated
by codes which include the
name of the documentary,
the worksheet (WS) reference
number and the page where
it can be found e.g. (Lumps of
Coal WS 1 -Pg. 7)
Appendices containing
additional resources (i.e.
printable worksheets for
students) can be found at the
end of each unit of work.
This unit is organised as follows:
Pre-listening resources which
encourage students to think
around the central theme of
the unit.

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

Active listening resources to
promote careful listening.
Post-listening resources which
are linked directly to the
documentary content.
Resources for a summative
assessment which focus
on measuring the learning
achieved by students in the
unit.
In addition there are further
reflective/ creative resources
which could be used to
support learning, teaching and
assessment in the unit.
Teachers who choose to use
these reflective/ creative
resources can refer to the
structure outlined in the
Planning section and to the
model used in the Summative
Assessment section.
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Planning

Rich Learning
Experiences with
RTÉ Radio 1’s
Documentary On
One - Lumps of Coal

As the diagram indicates, it is during the planning
stage that the teacher will select the learning
outcomes and design the teaching and learning
around them.
It is advisable to plan the summative assessment task
here to support the formative assessment throughout
the unit. This ensures that the teacher can constantly
monitor the learning of each student in terms of the
chosen learning outcomes.   
The teacher and/or students will select the texts,
resources and materials required to support the
learning outcomes.
Formative assessment will be ongoing throughout
the unit to support the learning.
Learning Outcomes Addressed by the Unit
This is a unit of lessons focused on the theme
of Storytelling and using as its primary text the
documentary Lumps of Coal.

While this unit could be seen to

Learning
and
Teaching

address a number of
Learning Outcomes in the

Documentary
review

English Specification, the key
outcomes addressed here are
OL1, OL7, R3 and W1*.

Resources

Suggestion of
new questions

The summative assessment task

Planning

facilitates the assessment of

Choose learning outcomes

these learning outcomes.
It is inevitable that other
learning outcomes will be
encountered but these are not

Documentary
on One
Lumps of Coal

the main focus of the unit.
Comprehension
questions
* See Appendices for details of learning outcomes.

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

Lumps of Coal
Resources

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

Create summative
assessment to
ensure the learning
outcomes have
been achieved

Self
Assessment
Grid

Texts
Formative
Assessment
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Resources
About the Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal
Title 				
Lumps of Coal
Listening Duration 		
13 mins
Documentary Link 		
http://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/the-curiousear-doconone-lumps-of-coal.html
Relevant Links		
http://www.ucc.ie/en/bealoideas/  (UCC Folklore Department)

About Us
Documentary On One is
a series of multi awardwinning documentaries
from RTÉ Radio 1. With
almost 1,500 documentaries
on offer online, it has
the largest archive of
documentaries available
anywhere at no cost. All of
the programmes are radio
stories about real life.
In association with RTÉ
Learning and Development,
Documentary on One has

Documentary Summary

chosen a range of radio

Adults relay Christmas tales described to them when they were young.  

documentaries which

These descriptions often featured the punishment of receiving lumps of

may be used in the English

coal if they were bold.  Clíona O’Carroll from UCC Folklore outdoes the

classroom. To complement

lot with petrifying tales from European tradition including Krampus, the

these documentaries, a

character from Austrian, Slovenian and Croatian folklore and Knecht

collection of free online

Ruprecht, a terrifying character from German folklore.

teaching resources has
been created to develop
students’ written, reading
and oral proficiency.

As with any text to be presented to students, it is strongly recommended that you listen in full to the
radio documentary before introducing it to the classroom. This is to ensure its suitability in your own
context and for all learners in your class. RTÉ and its partners cannot accept any liability should the
content of any of these documentaries prove unsuitable for some learners or their teachers.
All the pdfs and sound files are easily accessible in the “Educational Resources” section of the
Documentary On One website www.rte.ie/doconone and the “Education” section of the free
DocOnOne mobile app available on iPhone, Android and iPad.
We hope that you and your students enjoy the documentaries and accompanying resources!

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

These are based on the
Junior Cycle Key Skills and
Learning Outcomes in the
new specification.
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Pr

Teaching, Learning
and Formative Assessment

1 - Pre-listening (Naughty and Nice Lists)
Using the relevant worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 1 - Pg. 7), students may work in
groups or individually to make a naughty and nice list (of celebrities) for Christmas.
•

For the celebrity on each list, students are asked to imagine how they would
punish/ reward them.

•

Teachers can add their own suggestions to this list, based on current or local
events, to make the discussion more interesting and relevant.

•

A member of each group will then explain/ justify a choice from the naughty list
and another from the nice list.

•

Teachers may question students about whether the rewards/punishments are just
and proportionate in each case.

•

This pre-listening work can be directly followed by the documentary and the
associated active-listening exercise (approximately 13 minutes).

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Pr

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Imagine you are Santa Claus  
- Make a list of celebrities for your Naughty and Nice lists
- Write a punishment for the Naughty and a reward for the Nice. Justify your decisions.

Naughty

Punishment

Why have you chosen this celebrity and punishment?

Celebrities

Nice

Reward

Why have you chosen this celebrity and reward?

Celebrities

(Lumps of Coal WS 1)

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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2. Note-taking
for a Review

Ac

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

• Students will now need to listen closely to the first half of
the documentary (Lumps of Coal WS 2 -Pg. 9).
• Students will make notes (Lumps of Coal WS 2 -Pg.
9) while listening, noting down the facts, names of
interviewees, sound effects and key terms used.
• Using this information, students will later write a review of
the documentary in their copies/on their devices.
• When reviewing the documentary, students will be
challenged to think critically, write succinctly, review and
edit their work without losing meaning. When their work is
complete there is an opportunity for selfassessment (Lumps of Coal WS 4.2 -Pg. 13) so that
students can compare their work with the original
writing frames.

3. Listening
Comprehension Activity
• Students will listen to the remainder of the documentary (Lumps of Coal
Clip 2 which lasts 7 minutes) and answer comprehension questions as they
listen. (Lumps of Coal WS 3 -Pg. 10)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Note-Taking Cards

Li st e
e
v
n
ti

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Directions:
Make notes while you listen to the first half of the documentary to help you write or type a review.

   Documentary Name:

                                                   Duration:

Moments which stood out

Sound effects used

Names of Interviewees/ Characters

Things I liked/ didn’t like

(Lumps of Coal 2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Name ___________________________________
Today’s Date ___________________________
Directions:
Listen to the rest of the documentary and answer the following questions.
1.

What do the children need to do at the door for Knecht Ruprecht? ____________________________

2.

What happens if they give a particularly bad performance? __________________________________

3.

Where is Knecht Ruprecht’s home? __________________________________________________________

4.

What do people believe animals do on Christmas Eve in Lithuania? ____________________________

5.

How does the old woman travel in Italy at Christmas? _________________________________________

6.

What kinds of things does she do when she visits the children? _________________________________

7.

What does Knecht Ruprecht wear all over his body? __________________________________________

8.

Describe Grýla, the Icelandic ogress __________________________________________________________

9.

What do her children steal? __________________________________________________________________

10.

What does the Yuletide Cat do? _____________________________________________________________

11.

What happened in 1746 in Iceland? __________________________________________________________

12.

What kinds of sweets do children in Italy get these days and why? _____________________________

13.

Use your dictionary to explain the following words from the documentary

Vindictive ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Decree  _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Defied  _____________________________________________________________________________________________
(Lumps of Coal WS 3)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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4. A Seasonal Review
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Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Students will write a review of the documentary for their school’s
Christmas newsletter using the writing criteria on the Briefing Sheet
(Lumps of Coal WS 4.1 -Pg. 12).

•

Vocabulary has been provided to encourage students to write
meaningfully.

•

After completing their work students will complete the SelfAssessment Grid (Lumps of Coal WS 4.2 -Pg. 13).

5. Documentary Making – The Technicalities
Questioning Techniques
•

Facilitate a class discussion about ‘What makes a good question?’ with the teacher modelling good
questions and then students suggesting them.

•

Students should be encouraged to think and create open-ended questions. In preparation, the class may
listen to some radio interviews (available online http://www.rte.ie/radio1/podcasts/ ).

•

See Questioning Techniques Worksheet for tips (Lumps of Coal WS 5.1 -Pg. 14).

•

The teacher will play the excerpt taken from near the beginning of the documentary (Lumps of Coal Clip 3
which lasts 3 minutes).

•

Students will listen to the clip and use the Questioning Techniques Worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 5.1 -Pg. 14)
they will list comments that people make.  When the clip has finished they will work in pairs and imagine what
questions the interviewer asked to elicit these answers.

•

Students will finally suggest three new questions the interviewer could have asked.

Sound Effects
•

The class will discuss the sound effects they can remember from the documentary.

•

The teacher will now play the excerpt from the documentary (Lumps of Coal Clip 4 which lasts 1.5
minutes) and students will complete the Sound Effects Worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 5.2 -Pg. 15).

•

They will then assess the impact these sound effects had on them and suggest alternative sound
effects.

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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A Seasonal Documentary Review
- Briefing Sheet

Po

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Directions:
Using your notes you will now write a review about the documentary for the school’s
Christmas newsletter.
Writing Criteria
Your review must include
•

The name of the documentary

•

The length

•

A brief summary of the content (in three sentences)

•

Your general opinion of it.

You should also aim to answer the following questions when writing your review.
- Was the documentary enjoyable? Why/Why not?
- Which moments stood out? Explain your answer.
- Were there any elements which you would change? Why/Why not?
- What did you think of the sound effects (including music)?
- What did you think of the people interviewed?
- Would you recommend it to others? Justify your answer.

Below is a list of some vocabulary which might help you to write an interesting review
Excellent
Clear
Disconcerting
Creative
Haunting

Fascinating
Interesting
Inspired
Impressive
Narration

Engaging
Well researched
Spectacular
Disappointing
Sound effects

Seasonal
Attention-grabbing
Thrilling
Diverse
Narrator

Outstanding
Interviewees
Tedious
Educational
Research

When you have finished your review, complete the self-assessment grid. Remember to refer to
the Writing Criteria section above when you are assessing your work.
(Lumps of Coal WS 4.1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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My Name
Today’s Date
Task description
Did I follow the
briefing sheets
(Lumps of Coal 4.1)?
Which (if any) did I
not do and why not?

Which parts did I do
particularly well?

Which aspects of this
task did I find the most
challenging? Why?

What made them
difficult?

Which areas could I
improve on? How?

(Lumps of Coal WS 4.2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Documentary Making
- The Technicalities
Questioning Techniques

Po

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Name ___________________________________
Today’s Date ___________________________
In documentary making, the questions
Remember, closed
questions tend to get (elicit)
Yes/No answers.

that the interviewer asks are often edited
out, leaving only the answers.
- While listening to the clip, choose four
comments that interviewees make about

Open questions might start
with “Tell me about…”,
“What do you think…”,
“Bring me back to…”,
“What do you remember
about…” etc.

Christmas.
- Then, working with a partner, imagine
what questions the interviewer might
have asked the people to get those
particular answers.

The comment/ answer				
							

The question that might have been asked
to get this answer

Now, make a list of 3 other possible questions that the interviewer could have asked
his interviewees.
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
(Lumps of Coal WS 5.1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Documentary Making
- The Technicalities
Sound Effects

Po

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Directions:
Listen to the clip from the documentary, paying particular attention to the sound
effects (including music). Choose five that you hear and answer the questions below.
Describe the sound
effect

Assess the impact this
had on you (how did it
make you feel?)

Suggest another sound effect
which could have been used here,
in your opinion

Optional Task
In small groups prepare a short podcast using your alternative sound effects. Podcasts can be made using Podbean, Audacity
and other programmes.

(Lumps of Coal WS 5.2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Directions:
•

Play (Lumps of Coal Clip 4 which lasts 1.5 minutes) about Krampus, the
character from Austrian, Slovenian and Croatian folklore. Note: This is the same
clip that was used earlier however students are now looking for different information.

•

Using the worksheet provided (Lumps of Coal WS 6.1 -Pg. 17), students will make a list of facts they
learn about Krampus. To allow for different abilities, inform students they should include at least five
features but that there are potentially ten (listed below).

•

Students will then collaborate in groups. Firstly they must compare their lists and then they will draw/
digitally create on a computer a picture of Krampus as they now imagine him. They can use the
worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 6.2 -Pg. 18) and label his various features. Images of Krampus are
available online by searching in Google Images

Krampus’ Features (Answer Key)
1. He hangs out with Santa Claus.
2. He is very scary.
3. He looks like a devil.
4. He has a long tongue.
5. He has horns.
6. He wears a cloth sack around his
middle.
7. He is draped in chains around his
neck, wrists and ankles.
8. Krampus comes after St. Nicholas
(if children haven’t been good),
takes away the presents for himself
and leaves a Silver Birch branch to signify they have been bold/ naughty.
9. If they’ve been particularly bold or if they stay awake he takes the children away in a sack.
10. He wears a special sack or basket on his back for carrying the naughty children away.

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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A Character Sketch/
Krampus’ Features

Po

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Name _________________________________________

_

Today’s Date __________________________________
Directions:
Listen to the clip from the documentary and see how many of Krampus’ features you
can record. You will be using this information to draw an image of the character in the
next worksheet.

Top Tip: Taking notes is
easy! Just jot down a few
words to remind yourself of
the relevant information.
No full sentences!
(Lumps of Coal WS 6.1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Name ___________________________________
Today’s Date ___________________________
Directions:
Draw an image/ Create a digital image of Krampus.
Remember to include and label the features you have listed.

(Lumps of Coal WS 6.2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Krampus
– As I Imagine Him
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Maker’s Shoes

Su mm

In the Documentary

iv e A s s e
t
a

m e nt
ss

7. Research-Based Project

TEACHER GUIDELINES

Students will work in groups to make a three minute documentary about a character who features in a
story from folklore or culture (e.g. the Tooth Fairy, the Easter Bunny or the Banshee).

1. Students will get into groups of four and agree on a character.  Each group member will research the
chosen character and make notes about them.
2. The students and teacher will agree on and construct success criteria for this assessment i.e. making
a documentary. The success criteria should be inspired by what they have experienced and learned
already.  Using the Success Criteria worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 7.1 -Pg. 20) they should include some/
all of the following:

Lively language			

Wide variety of interviewees

Background noises and special effects			

Enthusiastic narrator

Use different types of questions when interviewing

Background information on folktale

3. If necessary, the teacher could replay relevant sections from Lumps of Coal to remind students of the
different success criteria.
4. Each group will plan their documentary using the Planning worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 7.2 -Pg. 21)
and Storyboard worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 7.3 -Pg. 22).
5. After careful planning, they will make their documentary.  
6. Once the first draft is complete, they will receive constructive feedback from their peers and teacher.  
Students can fill in the Peer Assessment worksheet (Lumps of Coal WS 7.4 -Pg. 23).
7. Using the feedback, students will work on redrafting their documentary.  They will then hand up their
final draft along with the previous draft to show their progress.
  

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Name ____________________________________

m e nt
ss

Success Criteria for
Presenting a Documentary

iv e A s s e
t
a

Today’s Date ____________________________
Directions:
Based on what you have learned from listening to the documentary “Lumps of Coal” discuss with your
class what makes a good documentary. Now write an agreed list of success criteria for creating a
good documentary.

Success Criteria:              Interesting characters          
How you will address it:    Make sure that the main characters in my story capture
                                            people’s imagination
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:
Success Criteria:
How you will address it:   
(Lumps of Coal WS 7.1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Planning Worksheet - In the
Documentary-Maker’s Shoes

Su mm

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Today’s Date ____________________________
Directions:
Use the hints below to help you plan your documentary.
Information Required

Details

List of people to interview
(e.g. age, gender)

List of questions to ask
your interviewees

Possible locations to find
suitable interviewees

Background noises and
sound effects to record
(e.g. children playing,
hum of conversation
in a room, carol singing)
Brief speech to use when
you’re introducing yourself
to possible interviewees
(at least 4-5 key points)

(Lumps of Coal WS 7.2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Our Documentary –
Storyboard Worksheet

Su mm

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Name ___________________________________ Today’s Date _____________________
Directions:
Using your planning worksheet, create a storyboard for your documentary e.g. Step 1 - Music
with background sounds of children playing etc.

(Lumps of Coal WS 7.3)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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In the Documentary
A Folk Tale
Maker’s Peer
Shoes
Assessment
Peer Assessment

Su mm

Documentary On One - Lumps of Coal

Name of team assessing the documentary
Name of team who made the documentary
Today’s Date
Positive aspects - Content
Comment on the positive aspects of the
documentary content
Did they use good questions, was it engaging and
well-researched?
Positive aspects - Presentation
Comment on the positive aspects of the
presentation content.
Was it easy to follow, were they enthusiastic, did
they use good sound effects etc?
Suggestions I can make for improvement

Below is a list of some vocabulary which might help you to write a good peer assessment
Excellent
Outstanding
Attention-grabbing
Moving
Impressive

Fascinating
Clear
Engaging
Well presented
Entertaining

Well planned
Interesting
Well-prepared
Authentic
Funny/Serious

Compelling
Well researched
Inspired
Creative
Educational

(Lumps of Coal WS 7.4)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Writing a character based poem

pendi
p
x
A

Directions:
Use the poem below as inspiration and the information you have gathered
from the documentary to compose a poem/ rap/ song about Krampus.

Knecht Ruprecht
To proclaim that Christmastide is here!
For at the top of every tree
are golden lights for all to see;
and there from Heaven’s gate on high
I saw our Christ-child in the sky.
And in among the darkened trees,
a loud voice it was that called to me:
‘Knecht Ruprecht, old fellow,’ it cried,
‘hurry now, make haste, don’t hide!
All the candles have now been lit -Heaven’s gate has opened wide!
Both young and old should now have rest
away from cares and daily stress;
and when tomorrow to earth I fly
“it’s Christmas again!” will be the cry.’
And then I said: ‘O Lord so dear.
My journey’s end is now quite near;
but to this town* I’ve still to go,
Where the children are good, I know.’
‘But have you then that great sack?’
‘I have,’ I said, ‘it’s on my back.
For apples, almonds, fruit and nuts
For God-fearing children are a must.’
‘And is that cane there by your side?’
‘The cane’s there too,’ I did reply;
but only for those, those naughty ones,
who have it applied to their backsides.’
The Christ-child spoke: ‘Then that’s all right!
My loyal servant, go with God this night!’
From out the forest I now appear;
To proclaim that Christmastide is here!
Now speak, what is there here to be had?
Are there good children, are there bad?
Theodore Storm (1817-1888)
Translation from German,
from www.theodorstorm.co.uk
(Lumps of Coal A1)

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
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Learning outcomes
addressed in this unit of
learning
(from Junior Cycle Specification)

Oral Literacy
1. Know and use the conventions of oral language interaction, in
a variety of contexts, including class groups, for a range of
purposes, such as asking for information, stating an opinion, listening to others, informing,
explaining, arguing, persuading, criticising, commentating, narrating, imagining, speculating.
7. Choose appropriate language, style and visual content for specific audiences and chosen
purposes; persuading, informing, narrating, describing a process.
Reading
3. Use a wide range of reading comprehension strategies appropriate to texts, including
digital texts; to retrieve information, to link to previous knowledge, follow a process or
argument, summarise, link main ideas, to monitor their own understanding, to question,
analyse, synthesise and evaluate
Writing
1. Demonstrate their understanding that there is a clear purpose for all writing activities and
be able to plan, draft, re-draft, and edit their own writing as appropriate.
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Template for
planning a unit of
work.
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Teaching
and
Learning
Resources
Planning
Choose learning outcomes
Create summative assessment
to ensure these learning
outcomes are achieved

Texts
Formative
Assessment
(Lumps of Coal A2.2)

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Lumps of Coal’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

_PG NO.

26

