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Introduction
Every radio documentary
is accompanied by a set
of teaching and learning
resources. The resources begin
with a suggested plan for a
unit of work using the learning
outcomes from the Junior
Cycle English specification.
Worksheets are indicated
by codes which include the
name of the documentary,
the worksheet (WS) reference
number and the page where it
can be found e.g. (generation
XFactor Ws 1 - Pg. 7)
Appendices containing
additional resources (i.e.
printable worksheets for
students) can be found at the
end of each unit of work.
this unit is organised as follows:
Pre-listening resources which
encourage students to think
around the central theme of
the unit.

Active listening resources to
promote careful listening.
Post-listening resources which
are linked directly to the
documentary content.
Resources for a summative
assessment which focus
on measuring the learning
achieved by students in the
unit.
In addition there are further
reflective/ creative resources
which could be used to
support learning, teaching and
assessment in the unit.
Teachers who choose to use
these reflective/ creative
resources can refer to the
structure outlined in the
Planning section and to the
model used in the Summative
Assessment section.

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Planning

rich learning
experiences with
rtÉ radio 1’s
documentary on one
- generation XFactor.
While this unit could be seen to
address a number of Learning
Outcomes in the English

As the diagram indicates, it is during the planning
stage that the teacher will select the learning
outcomes and design the teaching and learning
around these learning outcomes.
It is advisable to plan the summative assessment task
in the initial stages to support the formative assessment
throughout the unit. This ensures that the teacher can
constantly monitor the learning of each student in
terms of the chosen learning outcomes.
The teacher and/or students will select the texts,
resources and materials required to support the
learning outcomes.
Formative assessment will be ongoing throughout the
unit to support the learning.
learning outcomes Addressed by the unit
This is a unit of lessons focused on the theme
of stereotypes and using as ts primary text the
documentary generation XFactor.

Learning
and
Teaching

Planning

Specification the key outcomes

assessment tasks at the end of
the unit facilitate the assessment

RTÉ Radio 1’s
Documentary on One

outcomes will be encountered but

Create summative
assessment to
ensure the learning
outcomes have
been achieved

Generation X-Factor
Composing
interview
questions

these are not the main focus of

Formative
Assessment

the unit.
* See Appendix for details of learning outcomes

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

Note-taking
from multiple
narratives
Multiple choice
questions

Texts

of these learning outcomes.  
It is inevitable that other learning

Generation X-Factor
Resources

Choose learning outcomes

addressed here are OL 7, OL13,
W6, and R3*. The summative

Resources

Peer
Assessment
Grid
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Resources
About the Documentary On One - Gleeless
Title 				
Generation X-Factor
Listening Duration 		
37 mins  
Documentary Link 		
http://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/radio-documentary-generation-x-factor.html   

About Us
Documentary On One is
a series of multi awardwinning documentaries
from RTÉ Radio 1. With
almost 1,500 documentaries
on offer online, it has
the largest archive of
documentaries available
anywhere at no cost. All of
the programmes are radio
stories about real life.
In association with RTÉ

documentary summary
This documentary looks at life inside the pop bubble – and
what happens when the bubble bursts. Talking to Irish
contestants who chased the XFactor dream, programme
maker ? meets Emma O’Driscoll who was part of the band
Six that was created from the winners of the Irish Programme
Popstars; Tabby Callaghan who was a finalist in the X-Factor
in 2004, and to Eoghan Quigg, who finished third on the
show in 2008. She finds out what they have been doing since
the TV shows ended and how all three eventually found
themselves back in their hometowns, wondering what to do
next. This documentary uncovers some of the challenges
that young and often naïve people have to deal with in the
music business and the huge machine that is XFactor.
As with any text to be presented to students, it is strongly recommended that you listen in full to the
radio documentary before introducing it to the classroom. This is to ensure its suitability in your own
context and for all learners in your class. RTÉ and its partners cannot accept any liability should the
content of any of these documentaries prove unsuitable for some learners or their teachers.
All the pdfs and sound files are easily accessible in the “Educational Resources” section of the
Documentary On One website www.rte.ie/doconone and the “Education” section of the free
DocOnOne mobile app available on iPhone, Android and iPad.
We hope that you and your students enjoy the documentaries and accompanying resources!

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

Learning and Development,
Documentary on One has
chosen a range of radio
documentaries which
may be used in the English
classroom. To complement
these documentaries, a
collection of free online
teaching resources has
been created to develop
students’ written, reading
and oral proficiency.
These are based on the
Junior Cycle Key Skills and
Learning Outcomes in the
new specification.
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Teacher guidelines
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teacher
Guidelines

L i s t e ni n
e

Teaching, Learning
and Formative Assessment

1. The Pros and Cons of Fame
The teacher will start a small discussion on the advantages and disadvantages
of fame.

•

The students will brainstorm ideas on this topic. They will then agree on and
compile a list of three advantages and three disadvantages of fame using the The
Pros and Cons of Fame worksheet (Generation X Factor WS 1 – pg.7).

•

The teacher may write the student contributions on the board in order to compare
the students’ ideas with that of the speakers in the subsequent active
listening exercise.

Li st e
e
v
n
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g
in

2. Elements of a Radio
Documentary

Ac

•

•

Students will listen to the first part of the documentary
(Generation X Factor Clip 1 which lasts approximately two
and a half minutes).

•

The first part of the documentary is a compilation of the different
layers within documentary making. Students must identify the different layers
within this part of the documentary.

•

Students must evaluate why this is a good opening to a documentary using the
Elements of a Radio Documentary worksheet (Generation X Factor WS 2 – pg.8).

•

Elements of the documentary which the students should consider are:
• Narrator
• Interview / Interviewees
• Clips
• Music
• Sound effects

•

In pairs, students will also discuss what the following statement means “If you get a
machine like X Factor, it’s, it’s like David and Goliath, it’s an enormous, giant machine”

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

_PG NO.

6

Student Worksheet

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Pr

Name ___________________________________
Today’s Date ___________________________
Directions:
Brainstorm ideas on the following topic ‘The Pros and Cons of Fame’.  What are your
opinions on it?  Would you like to be famous or would fame bring too many problems?

FAME
With your classmates, agree on and compile a list of the top three advantages and
disadvantages of fame.
Advantages

      Disadvantages

__________________________                                  ___________________________
__________________________                                  ___________________________
___________________________                                ___________________________
(Generation X Factor WS 1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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The Pros and
Cons of Fame
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Student Worksheet
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Elements of a Radio
Documentary

Ac

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________

	Documentary layer/element	My Answer	My Partner’s Answer (if different)

Narrator

Interview / Interviewees

Clips

Music

Sound effects

Questions
1. Do you think this is a good opening to this documentary?  ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
2. In pairs, discuss what the following statement means “If you get a machine like X Factor, it’s,
it’s like David and Goliath, it’s an enormous, giant machine”
(Generation X Factor WS 2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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3. On the Road
to Fame

Ac

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

The documentary features three stories from participants
in reality TV music programmes (The X Factor and Popstars).
Students must listen to each story taking notes on each participant's individual
story (Generation X Factor Clip 2 which lasts approximately four minutes) using the
note taking template (generation X Factor Ws 3 – pg.10). They should pay special
attention to how they first became involved in music and how they became
involved in various reality music shows.

4. What happened next?
•

Students will now listen to the next part of the documentary (generation X Factor
Clip 3, which lasts approximately eight minutes) which provides further details on
the lives of Emma, Tabby, Eoghan and Jedward once they became involved in
their respective reality music shows.

•

As they listen they will respond to a list of multiple choice questions on the What
Happened Next? worksheet (generation X Factor Ws 4 – pg.11).

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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On the Road
to Fame

Ac

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Directions:
Listen carefully to the stories of three young people who took part in popular music
shows. You should take note of how they became involved in music and how they
found themselves involved in popular television music shows.

	Tabby Callaghan	Emma O’ Driscoll	Eoghan Quigg

		

										
(Generation X Factor WS 3)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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What Happened
Next?

Ac

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Directions:
As you listen to the next part of the documentary you must demonstrate your active
listening skills by answering the multiple choice questions below.
1. This famous hairstyle became very popular during the 2009 X Factor competition.
a. A Tabby

b. An Emma

c. A Jedward

2. Emma O’ Driscoll was a winner on which of the following show?
a. The X Factor

b. Popstars

c. Pop Idol

3. Which of the following emotions best describes Emma O’ Driscoll’s feelings towards her experience
on the show?
a. regret

b. anger

c. amazement

4. Which of these famous people did Tabby not meet when out for dinner with Sharon and Ozzy Osborne?
a. Duchess of York

b. Paul McCartney

c. Britney Spears

5. Emma and her group Six performed with this famous band at the Point Theatre.
a. Boyzone

b. The Coronas

c. Westlife

6. According to Louis Walsh, the price of fame includes;
b. Intrusion into your family’s lives

a. Earning lots of money

c. Job insecurity

7. Which one of these did not happen to Emma O’ Driscoll’s family?
a. They received threatening letters.

b. They were stalked.

c. They became more
protective of Emma.

8. Tabby describes the experience as being:
a. wrapped in a bubble.

b. on a rollercoaster.

c. locked in dungeon.

(Generation X Factor WS 4)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

_PG NO.

11

Teacher Guidelines

Lis
it ve ten

g
in

5. When the
Music Stops?

Ac

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Students will listen to the next section of the documentary
(Generation X Factor clip 4, which lasts approximately four minutes and clip
5, which lasts approximately six and a half minutes.) while
filling out the When the Music Stops? worksheet
(generation X Factor Ws 5 – pg.13).
Students must associate the piece of speech from the documentary with the
correct person
Answer Key
•

“There was twice as many here this week as there was last week!” – Charlie the manager of the Lord Lucan

•

“But the act I’m going to have to send home tonight is John and Edward” – X Factor judge Cheryl

•

“It’s not the end of Jedward” – Fans of John and Edward

•

“Everyone moves on!” – Eoghan Quigg

•

“But each contestant on the X Factor is a tiny part of Simon Cowell’s multimillion music and TV
empire” – narrator

•

“It came to an end because we just couldn’t get that release in the UK unfortunately” – Emma O’ Driscoll

•

“It was a real surreal, freaky experience” – Tabby

•

“One reviewer claiming ‘it was the worst recorded album in the history of sound” – narrator

•

“It was a disgrace what happened” – Eoghan Quigg

•

“Dude I had an album out” – ‘what, when?” – Eoghan Quigg

•

“Hold on, what’s going on here, this doesn’t seem right” – Emma O Driscoll

•

“I can’t judge you in the real world” – Simon Cowell

•

“He wouldn’t release us from the contract” – Emma O’ Driscoll

•

“In a world of doom and gloom, isn’t it good that people are having a good time” – Louis Walsh

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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When the
Music Stops

Li st e
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Name ________________________________________
Today’s Date   ________________________________
Directions:
Listen carefully to the next part of the documentary. You must match the piece of
dialogue with the correct speaker.

Speaker
Eoghan Quigg

Narrator

Fans of Jedward

X Factor Judge
Louis Walsh
Emma O’ Driscoll X Factor Judge
Cheryl

Tabby Callaghan X Factor Judge
Simon Cowell
Charlie – Manager of the Lord
Lucan pub

Piece of Dialogue
“But each contestant “It was a disgrace
on the X Factor is a
what happened”
tiny part of Simon
Cowell’s multimillion
music and TV empire ____________________
____________________

“It came to an end
because we just
couldn’t get that
release in the UK
unfortunately”
__________________

“One reviewer
claiming ‘it was
the worst recorded
album in the history of
sound”
____________________

“In a world of doom
and gloom, isn’t it
good that people
are having a good
time
____________________

“I can’t judge you in
the real world”
___________________

“It’s a very corrupt
industry”
____________________

“There was twice as
many here this
week as there was
last week!”
____________________

“You’re like a rabbit
in headlights”
____________________

“Everyone
moves on!”
____________________

“Dude I had an
album out” – ‘what,
when?”
____________________

“She flew me over
to LA on upper
class”
____________________

“It was a real
surreal, freaky
experience”
____________________

“It’s not the end of
Jedward”

“But each contestant
on the X Factor is a
tiny part of Simon
Cowell’s multimillion
music and TV empire”
____________________

“Hold on, what’s
going on here, this
doesn’t seem right”
___________________
“He wouldn’t release
us from the contract”
____________________

“But the act I’m
going to have to
send home tonight is
John and Edward”
____________________

(Generation X Factor WS 5)

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

__________________
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“It came to an end
because we just
couldn’t get that
release in the UK
unfortunately”

Teacher Guidelines

6. Who Would You Sign?
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•

Students will listen to the last clip from the documentary
(generation X Factor clip 6 which lasts approximately five
minutes).

•

Students will write four tweets summing up the
attitudes of the participants about fame and their
X Factor experience. Students must write one from
each participant, Jedward, Eoghan Quigg, Tabby O’
Callaghan and Emma O’ Driscoll, on the Who Would You Sign? Worksheet
(generation X Factor Ws 6 – pg.15).
Students must also decide who gets a second chance at a record deal having
listened to the participants’ hopes and aspirations for the future and justify their
decision based on what they have heard from the documentary.

s

s t e ni n
i
L
t

g

7. If I were simon Cowell

Po

•

•

Students will imagine that they are Simon Cowell, an X
Factor judge and manager for artists/bands. They must first
create their own band, giving them a name, description
of physical appearance, reasons why they are attractive
to an audience using the If I Were Simon Cowell worksheet
(generation X Factor Ws 7.1 – pg.16).

•

Students will then write a formal email to a record label called Music Nation asking
them to sign the band using the template provided, (generation X Factor Ws 7.2 –
pg.17). They will write it as if they were Simon Cowell.

•

Students must use the RAFT structure, they must write in a persuasive manner and
provide details about the band within the email. With RAFT, students should plan
with the following in mind:
• Role of the writer
• Audience
• Format
• Topic

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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Who Would You Sign?

s t e ni n
i
L
t

Name _______________________________________
Today’s Date _______________________________
Directions:
Listen to the final clip from the documentary. You must write four
tweets, one for each participant: Tabby, Emma, Eoghan and Jedward. Each tweet
should express how they feel about fame and the X factor experience.

If you could give one of the participants a second opportunity at a record deal, who
would it be and why? _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
										
(Generation X Factor WS 6)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

  

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

If I were Simon Cowell …
Po

Today’s Date ____________________________________
Directions:
Imagine that you are Simon Cowell, an X Factor judge and
manager for artists/bands.  Using the template below, create your
own band, give them a name, give a description of their physical
appearance and describe their musical style in detail. You must also
think of reasons why they are attractive to different audiences.

Band Name

Physical Appearance

Musical Influences

Style of Music

Talents

Background

(Generation X Factor WS 7.1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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s
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Name ____________________________________________

Po

If I were Simon Cowell …
Today’s Date ____________________________________
Directions:
Write a formal email to a record label called Music
Nation asking them to sign the band. Write it as if you
were Simon Cowell. You must use the RAFT structure, write in
persuasive manner and provide details about the band.

a

(Generation X Factor WS 7.2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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In preparation for their radio interview, the class will listen to an example (clip 6 which
features a radio interview).
Based on the example provided, students will agree on a list of the features which should
be included in their interview (success criteria) with the teacher and write it on the Success
Criteria Worksheet (Generation X Factor WS 8.1 – pg.19). The focus of assessment will be on
the performance of the interviewer.

•

Below is a list of some possible success criteria:
• Obtain engaging and interesting answers
• Present a clear reason for conducting the interview
• Clarity of delivery
• Ask interesting and leading questions
• Be able to respond with impromptu questions and comments
• Perform with an individual style
• Deliver an appropriate pace and tone for questions and answer

•
•

Students can make notes on how they address each part of the success criteria.
Students will now plan their mock radio interview. They can use the Questions for My Radio
Interview worksheet (Generation X Factor WS 8.2 – pg.20) to create their questions and how
they will deliver them.
After careful planning, they will create a draft script of their interview situation. Interviews
can be done formally (by students recording them with an audio or video device or with
the teacher/ class observing them) or informally (in pairs with students conducting the
interview orally between them).
Once the first draft is complete, they will receive constructive feedback from their peers
and teacher. Students can fill in the Peer Assessment worksheet (Generation X Factor WS 8.3
– pg.21).
Using the feedback, students will work on redrafting their interview. They will then hand up
their final draft along with the previous draft to show their progress.

•

•

•

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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A Persuasive Speech –
Success Criteria
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t
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Name __________________________________________
Today’s Date __________________________________
Directions:
After discussing it with your class, write a list of success criteria for an interview below.

Success Criterion: Get the interviewee to provide interesting and engaging answers
How I will approach it: I will prepare both closed questions (ones that require a
simple answer) and open questions (ones that demand a more detailed answer).
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:
Success Criterion:
How you will address it:   
(Generation X Factor WS 8.1)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet

name __________________________________________
today’s date __________________________________
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Radio Interview Planner

Su mm

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

directions:

You must conduct an interview with a celebrity of your choice. Working
with a partner, you must each choose a celebrity you are already familiar
with and research them in greater detail. You and your partner will then construct a set of questions that
can be asked to the other person. (e.g: If my partner chooses Taylor Swift, I will then create a set of
questions that I will ask Taylor Swift and my partner will answer them during the interview.)

Number
Example

Question
Notes
Hi, Taylor. It’s a beautiful day Friendly tone. Break the
isn’t it?
ice question. Will make the
interviewee comfortable.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
(Generation X Factor WS 8.2)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Student Worksheet
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Peer Assessment
A Folk Tale
Radio Interview
Peer Assessment

Su mm

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

My Name
My Partner’s Name
Today’s Date
Positive comments
(Consider the requirements as specified in the
writing frames)
Did the person have a good range of open and
closed questions?
Did they have an interesting style of questioning?
Was the person’s delivery of the questions clear?
Did the person use appropriate language
and tone?
Did the person present a clear reason for the
interview?

Suggestions I can make for improvement

Below is a list of some vocabulary which might help you to write a good peer assessment
Excellent
Friendly
Well planned
Noteworthy
Outstanding
Clear
Interesting
Well-researched
Respectful
Appropriate
Well-prepared
Intelligent
Courteous
Articulate
Authentic
Creative
Impressive

Focused

Diverse

Engaging

(Generation X Factor WS 8.3)
Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone

_PG NO.

21

Teacher Guidelines

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Learning outcomes
addressed in this unit of
learning

pendi
p
x
A

(from Junior Cycle Specification)
Oral Literacy
7. Choose appropriate language, style and visual content for specific audiences and chosen
purposes; persuading, informing, narrating, describing a process
13. Develop their spoken language proficiency by experimenting with word choice, being
creative with syntax, being precise, stimulating appropriate responses relative to context and
purpose
Writing
6. Use editing skills continuously during the writing process to enhance meaning and impact;
select vocabulary, reorder words, phrases and clauses, correct punctuation and spelling,
reorder paragraphs, remodel, manage content
Reading
3. Use a wide range of reading comprehension strategies appropriate to texts, including
digital texts; to retrieve information; to link to previous knowledge, follow a process or
argument, summarise, link main ideas; to monitor their own understanding; to question,
analyse, synthesise and evaluate

(Appendix 1.1)

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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Teacher Guidelines

Documentary On One - GENERATION X FACTOR

Template for planning
a unit of work.

pendi
p
x
A

Teaching
and
Learning
Resources
Planning
Choose learning outcomes
Create summative assessment
to ensure these learning
outcomes are achieved

Texts
Formative
Assessment

(Appendix 1.2)

Documentary on One
- English Educational Resources
‘Generation X Factor’

in association with RTÉ Learning and Development
and JCT  www.rte.ie/doconone
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