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2.2.

ÅNational results

- Local Elections

- European Parliament elections

ÅDublin European Parliament Constituency

ÅEast European Parliament Constituency 

ÅSouth European Parliament Constituency

ÅNorth West European Parliament Constituency 
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3.3.

ÅThe survey results were derived from an Exit Poll commissioned by 

RTE and carried out by Lansdowne. The poll was conducted among a 

sample of 3,342 voters, interviewed immediately after they had voted in 

the Election on Friday 5th June 2009. The sample was spread 

throughout all 4 European constituencies and undertaken at 166 polling 

stations. Interviews were conducted face-to-face with randomly 

selected individuals ïthroughout the hours of polling from 7am to 

10pm in accordance with the 1992 Electoral Act (no interviews took 

place within 100 yards of a polling station). 

ÅThe accuracy level is estimated to be plus or minus 1.7% at national 

level, and plus or minus 3.4% at the constituency level. Extracts from 

the report may be quoted or published on condition that due 

acknowledgement is given to RTE and Lansdowne. 

Introduction
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4.4.

Research Design 

www.lmr.ie

Å Exit Poll undertaken among voters immediately after leaving polling stations on European 

Election day, Friday 5th June 2009. 

Å An effective sample of 3,342 voters were interviewed.

Å Poll undertaken in all 4 European constituencies.

Å 166 polling stations distributed according to number of seats for each constituency:-

Å Selection of polling stations within constituency by random probability method, based on size 

of electorate for each polling station 

No. of Seats No. of Polling

Stations

Dublin 3 42

East 3 41

South 3 42

North West 3 41

12 166



5.5.

Detailed Design 

www.lmr.ie

Å Interviewing spreads over the full day, from 7am to 10pm, in a series of time-

periods / interview shifts, as follows: -

Achieved Interviews

No. % Int. Shift No. %

7.00am ï11.00am 32 19 625 19

11.00am ï3.00pm 36 22 734 22

3.00pm ï6.30pm 42 25 818 24

6.30pm ï10.00pm 56 34 1,165 35

166 100 3,342 100



6.6.

Detailed Design

www.lmr.ie

Å In accordance with the 1992 Electoral Act, no interviews took place within 100 yards of a 

polling station.

Å Interviewing was continuous throughout each time-period.  

Å In the event of refusal at contact, the interviewer noted sex, approximate age and social class, 

and sought to replace that person at the first available opportunity with a person sharing 

similar demographic characteristics. 

Selection of Respondents (Voters)

Å All interviewing was undertaken by fully-trained and experienced interviewers from Lansdowne  

national field panel. 

Fieldwork

Å Computer processing of completed interviews was undertaken by Lansdowne Market 

Research in-house data analysis unit.

Å At the analysis stage, computer weights were applied to the unweighted sample in order to 

correct for any notable demographic imbalance in the achieved sample, as well as for the 

number of voters per constituency. The computer weighting was based on several sources: 

the demographic profile data from Lansdowneôs Exit Polls undertaken for the 2002 and 2007 

General Elections, the 2004 European Parliament elections and historical regional turnout 

levels.  

Data Analysis



7.7.

Weighting Targets
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Weighted
2004 European Parliament 

Election*

2009  European Parliament 

Election*

TOTAL Population 

18+ 

%

2002* 

General

Election

Voters

%

2007* 

General 

Election 

Voters

%

Unweighted*

%

Weighted*

%

Unweighted*

%

Weighted*

%

SEX
Male 49 50 51 50 50 52 50

Female 51 50 49 50 50 48 50

AGE

18-24 17 11 12 12 12 11 12

25-34 21 20 20 22 21 21 21

35-49 27 29 31 32 29 32 30

50-64 20 25 25 25 24 24 24

65+ 15 15 12 10 14 12 13

CLASS

AB 13 15 16 14 14 15 15

C1 26 26 30 28 27 34 31

C2 22 22 23 26 23 22 22

DE 28 26 20 26 26 24 24

F 11 11 11 27 10 4 8

REGION

Dublin 30 29 26 Dublin 25 21 26 24

Rest of 

Leinster
24 24 23 East 25 28 25 24

Munster 28 28 30 South 25 28 25 29

Conn/Ulster
18 19 21

North 

West
25 23 25 24

* Source: RTE /Lansdowne  Exit Poll
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9.9.

ÅThe Lansdowne exit poll carried out for RTE and the Sunday 

Independent reveals a startlingly unhappy electorate, in the act of 

punishing Fianna Fail and their Green Party partners in government. 

The economic crisis has provoked a substantial political backlash at 

the first available electoral opportunity.

ÅFianna Fail  has been relegated to being the second largest party in 

vote terms in both the European Parliament and local elections ïfor the 

first time since the 1930ôs. Its share of the European Parliament vote is 

just 23% nationally.

ÅBy contrast, Fine Gaelôs new  role as the largest party is reflected in a 

30% European Parliament vote (and 34% in local elections). It is the 

prime beneficiary from disenchanted 2007 Fianna Fail voters.

ÅLabour performs well too, reaching a high 16% vote in the EP election 

and 17% in local elections.

National Summary - I
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10.10.

ÅSinn Feinôs performance shows more modest improvement, whereas 

the Green Party is at a lower ebb than in the recent past nationally.

ÅAgainst this dark backdrop for the Government, it is encouraging to see 

that a Lisbon 2 treaty referendum would be passed quite comfortably 

(54% would vote yes, 28% no and 18% still undecided). The reasons for 

a no include a notable proportion of the electorate who do not like to be 

asked to vote again on the issue. 

ÅThe reasons voters give for voting as they have in local elections are 

driven in the main by local issues and candidates ïbut nearly half talk 

of protesting against the Governmentôs  handling of the economy.

ÅIt is also abundantly clear that, when prompted about the influence of 

specific issues, the economy has had a major impact on voting ïand 

that the medical card removal crisis was marginally more influential 

than the income/health levies for the private sector and the pension 

levy for the public sector.

National Summary - II

www.lmr.ie



11.

First Preference Vote ïLocal Elections

2009 

Exit Poll

%

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-24

%

25-34

%

35-49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

35 34 29 34 33 38 34 29 63

24 23 25 20 22 27 23 24 24

14 19 17 17 18 15 18 17 4

11 7 10 11 11 6 6 13 4

2 3 4 4 3 2 4 1 -

14 14 16 15 14 13 14 16 5

(Base: All Voters)

2004 

Local 

Election

Results

%

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

34

24

17

9

3

14
Independent/ 

Others

28

32

11

8

4

17

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


12.

(Base: All Voters)

2007 General Election First Preference

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn

Féin

%

Green

Party

%

Indep/

Others

%

24 77 12 8 13 22

45 4 5 3 2 6

13 8 64 3 24 7

4 2 6 75 5 2

1 1 3 1 37 -

12 7 11 10 20 65
Independent/ 

Others

2009 

Exit Poll

%

28

32

11

8

4

17

Local Elections First Preference Vote Versus 2007 

General Election

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

2004 

Local 

Election

Results

%

34

24

17

9

3

14

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


13.

(Base: All Voters)

2009 European Parliament First Preference

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn

Féin

%

Green

Party

%

Libertas

%

Indep/

Others

%

13 76 15 13 11 23 24

70 8 9 10 8 19 12

5 8 58 7 21 10 18

2 1 2 55 1 6 6

1 Ø 3 2 49 2 14

9 6 14 12 8 40 37
Independent/ 

Others

2009 

Exit Poll

%

2004 

Election

Results

%

28

32

11

8

4

17

Local Elections First Preference Vote Versus 2009 

European Parliament Election

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

34

24

17

9

3

14

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


14.

First Preference Vote Local

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn

Féin

%

Green

Party

%

Indep/

Others

%

35 22 24 21 19 30

34 17 17 17 19 27

3 25 23 27 11 15

14 19 18 17 26 15

1 6 5 7 1 3

Main Issue in Local Election

Local issue of importance to me

26

22

18

17

4

(Base: All Voters)

Candidate looks after needs of the local area

Poor Government performance

Poor performance by Taoiseach

Any economy reference*
(recession, cost of living, unemployment)

Q.4 What was the one issue or problem that most influenced your decision as to who to give your first preference vote to in 

the local election?



15.

30

23

16

12

2

4

13

European Parliament Elections

Party Share of First Preference Vote ïNational 

National 

Exit Poll

2009

%

Independent/ 

Others

2004

Result

%

(Q.1)

28

29

11

11

4

n/a

17

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


16.

21

16

25

15

4

3

16

38

23

20

12

n/a

3

4

33

27

10

14

4

n/a

13

29

26

8

9

n/a

10

18

European Parliament Elections

Party Share of First Preference Vote

Dublin

Exit Poll

2009

%

East

Exit Poll

2009

%

South

Exit Poll

2009

%

North West

Exit Poll

2009

%

Independent/ 

Others

22

23

22

14

10

n/a

9

2004

Result

%

2004

Result

%

2004

Result

%

2004

Result

%

(Q.1)

41

25

13

9

6

n/a

7

25

41

4

7

2

n/a

24

24

27

3

16

n/a

n/a

30

(Higgins 11) (Sinnott 9)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


17.

30

23

16

12

2

4

13

European Parliament Elections

Party Share of First Preference Vote ïNational 

National

Exit Poll

2009

%

Independent/ 

Others

28

29

11

11

4

n/a

17

2004

Result

%

(Q.1)

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-

24

%

25-

34

%

35-

49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

31 29 29 30 28 33 30 26 56

23 23 23 19 21 27 22 24 23

13 18 14 17 18 13 18 16 2

15 10 14 16 13 9 9 17 6

2 3 3 3 3 1 3 2 0

5 3 6 3 4 4 4 4 3

11 14 10 12 14 13 15 12 10

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


18.

Satisfaction With Way Government Is Running The 

Country

Independent/ 

Others

First Preference Vote Local Elections

(Base: All Voters)

91 92 91
84 87

52

% % % % % %

Donôt 

know

Dissatisfied

Satisfied

Q.8 Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way the Government is running the country?

6%

81%

13%

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


19.

Satisfaction With Way Government Is Running The 

Country

Region

(Base: All Voters)

77
84

76
86

Donôt 

know

Dissatisfied

Satisfied

Dublin

%

East

%

South

%

North West

%

Q.8 Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way the Government is running the country?

6%

81%

13%



20.

Lisbon 2 Referendum ïVoting Intentions

European Parliament First Preference

(Base: All Voters)

Donôt 

know

Against In favour

Indep/ 

Others

% % % % % %

65 62 53

30
52

27
48

18 21
30

50

22

56

33Against

In favour

%

Q.5 The Government has promised a second referendum on the European Unionôs Lisbon Treaty. Would you vote in 

favour of or against the Lisbon Treaty in a new referendum?

(17) (17) (17) (19) (26) (16) (20)Donôt know

18%

28%
54%

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


21.

Lisbon 2 Referendum ïVoting Intentions

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-

24

%

25-

34

%

35-

49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

In 

favour
57 51 43 47 45 60 59 46 67

Against 27 30 39 33 36 23 25 34 19

Donôt 

know
16 19 18 20 19 17 17 20 14

(Base: All Voters)

Donôt know

Against
In favour

Q.5 The Government has promised a second referendum on the European Unionôs Lisbon Treaty. Would you vote in 

favour of or against the Lisbon Treaty in a new referendum?

18%

28%
54%



22.

Reasons of Lisbon 2 Referendum Voting Intentions

(Base: All Voters)

In Favour Against

EU has been / is good for Ireland 

(unspecified)
38

EU has been / is good for Irish economy 30

It is the right thing to do 18

Ireland needs to belong fully to EU / be part of 

EU
16

Treaty is good for Ireland (unspecified) 15

Maintain Irish influences in Europe 12

Feel European / am a supporter of European 

integration
11

Treaty makes EU more efficient / allows it to 

develop / progress
9

I trust those who say we should vote in 

favour
5

Other 5

Lack of information, knowledge, 

understanding, treaty too complex
31

We should not be asked a second time / 

shouldnôt be a second referendum
23

Not convinced by Yes arguments 15

No confidence in Government 15

Lisbon treaty a bad deal, bad for Ireland 14

Loss of / diminution of Irish Neutrality 12

Loss of power, domination by large 

countries, dictated to by other countries
12

Loss of / threat to Irelandôs independence9

Loss of Irish Commissioner on a rotating 

basis
9

I trust those who say we should vote in 

favour against
2

Other 7

Q.6 What are the main reasons why you would vote in Favour/Against the Lisbon Treaty in a new referendum?

54% 28%

% %



23.

General Election This Year or 2012? 

(Base: All Voters)

European Parliament First Preference

Independent 

Others

%

55

27

61 69 70 61 57 60

35

65

29 22 23 26 31 28

%%%%%%%

Total

General Election

this year

Government allowed 

to run its full term 

to 2012

Donôt know (9) (8) (10) (8) (7) (14) (12) (12)

Q.9 Do you think that we should have a General Election this year or should the Government be allowed to run

its full term to 2012?

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


24.

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-

24

%

25-

34

%

35-

49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

This 

year
54 56 60 64 56 48 56 58 36

2012 37 34 30 28 35 42 35 33 54

(Base: All Voters)

55

35
Government allowed 

to run its full term 

to 2012

General Election This Year or 2012? 

Total

%

General Election

this year

Q.9 Do you think that we should have a General Election this year or should the Government be allowed to run

its full term to 2012?

Donôt know (9) (9) (10) (10) (8) (9) (10) (9) (9) (10)



25.

(Base: All Voters excluding donôt know/refused)

Who Would You Vote For in a General Election 

Tomorrow? 

Independent/ 

Others

2007 General Election First Preference

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Fianna

Fáil

%

Sinn

Féin

%

Green

Party

%

Indep/

Others

%

85 10 26 4 22 17

2 3 44 3 2 6

8 79 17 6 25 12

1 3 4 78 5 3

1 1 1 - 35 1

3 4 8 9 11 62

37

21

21

9

3

10

Q.10 Which party do you think you would give your first preference vote to, if there were to be a general election tomorrow?

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


26.

Preference as Taoiseach if General Election Tomorrow

Neither

Q.11 If there were to be a general election tomorrow, would you prefer Brian Cowen or Enda Kenny to be Taoiseach 

as a result?

37%

23%

35%

5%

Donôt know



27.

(Base: All Voters)

Preference As Taoiseach if a General Election 

Tomorrow? 

2009 European Parliament First Preference

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn

Féin

%

Green

Party

%

Libertas

%

Indep/

Others

%

Brian 

Cowen
60 8 10 17 13 19 15

Enda

Kenny
12 60 30 24 30 34 34

Neither 23 27 53 54 51 40 47

Donôt 

Know
5 5 7 5 5 7 5

Neither

Q.11 If there were to be a general election tomorrow, would you prefer Brian Cowen or Enda Kenny to be Taoiseach 

as a result?

37%

23%
35%

5%

Donôt know



28.

Election Choice or Protest Vote? 

European Parliament 

Election Local Elections

58

42

Most important in 

deciding how 

to vote today:

Issues and candidates

in this election

The Government's handling 

of the various aspects of 

the economic crisis

Q.12 Which of the following was the most important to you in deciding how to vote in the European Parliament election today?

Q.13 Which of the following was the most important to you in deciding how to vote in the Local election today? 

54

46



29.

Influences on How Voted Today

The Governmentôs handling:

The Governmentôs handling of the economy

The removal of automatic medical cards for the over 70s

The introduction of the income and health levies for 

those who are not public servants

The introduction of the pension levy for public servants

The compensation deal for those subjected to clerical abuse

77

58

54

51

50

Influenced Key Groups

Over 70ôs 65%

Private Sector 

Workers 59%

Public/Civil 

Servants 67%

Q.14 For each of the following, please tell me if it influenced the way you voted today? 



30.

Influences on How Voted Today

2009 European Parliament First Preference

Vote Influenced by: 

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn

Féin

%

Green

Party

%

Libertas

%

Indep/

Others

%

The Governmentôs 

handling of the economy
55 85 86 84 82 79 82

The introduction of the 

income and health levies 

for those who are not 

public servants

34 64 71 66 45 56 64

The removal of automatic 

medical cards for the over 

70s

37 58 62 61 41 54 63

The compensation deal 

for those subjected to 

clerical abuse

35 55 61 59 47 47 55

The introduction of the 

pension levy for public 

servants

33 53 60 57 42 51 55

Q.14 For each of the following, please tell me if it influenced the way you voted today? 



31.

Influences on How Voted Today

2009 Local Elections First Preference

Vote Influenced by: 

Fianna

Fail

%

Fine

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn

Fein

%

Green

Party

%

Indep/

Others

%

The Governmentôs handling 

of the economy
53 86 86 86 76 82

The removal of automatic 

medical cards for the over 

70s

34 61 61 64 49 56

The introduction of the 

income and health levies for 

those who are not public 

servants

33 64 70 71 48 62

The introduction of the 

pension levy for public 

servants

31 56 58 60 42 53

The compensation deal for 

those subjected to clerical 

abuse

34 57 59 63 46 51

Q.14 For each of the following, please tell me if it influenced the way you voted today? 



32.32.

ÅThe question in Dublin was always who was going to take the third seat. Potentially 

no candidate will be elected on the first count, although from the outset if any is 

Proinsias De Rossa looks most likely to. Gay Mitchell also polls very strongly on 

the first count and then Mary-Lou McDonald is just ahead of Eoin Ryan and Joe 

Higgins.

ÅProinsias appears to appeal to the younger voter under 35 years of age, who give 

him a strong first preference, with Mary-Lou getting a strong first preference from 

the blue collar working population.  Fine Gaelôs strong party per formance certainly 

seems to have helped Mitchellôs performance.

ÅCaroline Simons and Emmanuel Sweeney are quickly eliminated, followed by 

Senator Deirdre De Burca, Eibhlin Byrne and Patricia McKenna, all of whom do not 

get sufficient transfers to stay in the race

ÅAs anticipated, the final seat is a close battle between Mary-Lou, Eoin Ryan and Joe 

Higgins, with transfers to Joe Higgins most likely to dry up at this stage, seeing the 

final seat being a very close battle.

ÅOn balance it looks like Mary-Lou McDonald has the upper hand and is most likely 

to take the third Dublin seat on Higginsô transfers which are far more likely to go to 

her than Ryan, but it may go to the wire,

European Parliament Dublin - Summary

www.lmr.ie



33.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: Dublin

25

21

15

11

11

5

4

4

3

1

% First 

Preference Vote

Cllr Eibhlin Byrne 

Senator Déirdre De Búrca

Proinsias De Rossa MEP

Joe Higgins

Mary-Lou McDonald MEP

Patricia McKenna (Independent)

Gay Mitchell MEP

Eoin Ryan MEP

Caroline Simons

Emmanuel Sweeney (Independent)

Q.1

(Base: All Dublin voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


34.

25

21

15

11

11

5

4

4

3

1

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: Dublin

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-24

%

25-34

%

35-49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

23 27 29 29 24 23 26 24

21 21 19 18 22 22 23 18

15 14 15 18 19 13 9 21

12 9 14 8 10 12 12 9

13 9 8 8 12 14 10 12

4 6 3 4 5 6 4 6

4 5 9 7 3 3 6 3

3 4 1 5 5 3 5 3

2 2 2 2 4 3 3 3

1 1 1 2 - 2 1 1

Q.1

Cllr Eibhlin Byrne 

Senator Déirdre De Búrca

Proinsias De Rossa MEP

Joe Higgins

Mary-Lou McDonald MEP

Patricia McKenna (Independent)

Gay Mitchell MEP

Eoin Ryan MEP

Caroline Simons

Emmanuel Sweeney (Independent)

(Base: All Dublin voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


35.

Reasons for First Preference Vote 

- Dublin

% First Preference Vote 2009

Proinsias

De Rossa

Gay

Mitchell

Mary-Lou 

McDonald

Eoin

Ryan

Joe 

Higgins

Eibhlin

Byrne

Déirdre

De Búrca

32 34 36 35 48 33 34

37 46 19 36 18 49 42

26 17 36 18 29 13 16

4 2 7 9 2 5 6

- 1 2 2 2 - 2

Personality / Qualities

Party

Policies

None

Donôt know

36

34

25

5

1

2004

%

(27)

(35)

(32)

(4)

(2)

All Voters

2009

%

Q.2 Please tell me which one of the following was the main reason why you decided to give your first preference vote to 

that candidate in the European Parliament elections

(Base: All Dublin voters in EP Elections)



36.

Local Election Versus European Election First Preference:

Dublin

2009 

%

First Preference European Parliament 2009

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Green 

Party

%

Libertas

%

Indep.

%

7 14 61 10 27 7 15

9 75 12 6 5 4 5

72 4 6 5 5 19 12

6 6 13 9 8 50 55

1 1 2 64 3 4 2

4 - 3 1 52 - 8

1 1 4 3 - 16 2

First Preference

Local

27

23

16

15

11

4

4Others

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

Independent

(Base: All Dublin voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


37.

Local Election Versus 2007 General Election:

Dublin

First Preference

Local

2009 

%

First Preference in 2007 General Election

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Green 

Party

%

Indep

%

21 13 70 3 26 8

20 70 7 2 12 7

34 3 2 3 - -

14 7 9 7 12 81

6 2 4 83 2 2

2 2 2 - 47 -

2 2 5 1 - 3

27

23

16

15

11

4

4Others

Independent

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

(Base: All Dublin voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


38.38.

ÅFrom the outset there appears to only ever be four candidates really in the race, 

with McGuinness and Childers performing strongly on first preferences and 

Aylward and Phelan some distance behind.

ÅAll three Independents are likely to get eliminated quickly along with OôMalley 

of Libertas.

ÅMairead McGuinness and Nessa Childers do not look in any doubt and, while 

McGuinness tops the first preference vote, Childers performs well on transfers.

ÅMcGuinness gets strong support from females and her personal qualities stand 

out as a core reason for her support, reflecting Crowleyôs strong personal 

performance in the South. Childers appears to get support from 35-49 year olds 

as well as benefiting from the Labour partyôs national performance overall.

ÅThe final seat will be between Liam Aylward and Senator John Paul Phelan. 

Aylward however looks likely to hold his seat with a strong party transfer from 

his colleague Thomas Byrne. 

ÅThe Fine Gael vote appears to be too unevenly spilt between McGuinness and 

Phelan for the party to retain two seats in the East Constituency.

East - Summary

www.lmr.ie



39.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: East

25

20

16

13

7

7

4

3

2

1

1

% First 

Preference Vote

Liam Aylward MEP

Thomas Byrne TD

Nessa Childers

Kathleen Funchion

Paddy Garvey (Independent)

Micheál E Grealy (Independent)

Mairead McGuinness MEP

Senator John Paul Phelan

Jim Tallon (Independent)

Q.1

(Base: All East voters in EP Elections)

Tomás Sharkey

Raymond OôMalley

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


40.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: East

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-

24

%

25-

34

%

35-

49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

20 30 25 22 25 27 27 18 47

17 23 17 22 26 14 21 22 -

18 14 16 12 15 20 15 16 21

16 10 16 15 9 14 12 13 20

7 7 8 9 5 7 7 9 -

8 7 9 8 9 5 4 11 9

5 4 4 5 4 4 4 6 -

4 2 2 3 3 4 3 3 3

2 1 1 1 1 3 3 1 -

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 - -

1 1 - 2 1 - 2 1 -

25

20

16

13

7

7

4

3

2

1

1

Q.1

(Base: All East voters in EP Elections)

Liam Aylward MEP

Thomas Byrne TD

Nessa Childers

Kathleen Funchion

Paddy Garvey (Independent)

Micheál E Grealy (Independent)

Mairead McGuinness MEP

Senator John Paul Phelan

Jim Tallon (Independent)

Tomás Sharkey

Raymond OôMalley

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


41.

Reasons for First Preference Vote 

- East

% First Preference Vote 2009

Mairead

McGuinness

Nessa

Childers

Liam 

Aylward

John Paul 

Phelan

Thomas 

Byrne

Kathleen 

Funchion

34 44 49 50 52 35

50 29 30 33 36 42

13 21 18 15 12 17

2 5 3 2 - 5

1 - - 1 - 1

Policies

None

Donôt know

41

37

18

3

1

All Voters

2009

%

2004

%

(36)

(29)

(27)

(6)

(1)

Q.2 Please tell me which one of the following was the main reason why you decided to give your first preference vote to 

that candidate in the European Parliament elections

(Base: All East voters in EP Elections)

Party

Personality / Qualities



42.

Local Election Versus European Election First Preference:

East

2009 

%

First Preference European Parliament 2009

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Libertas

%

8 71 11 18 25

79 11 11 11 7

4 8 65 9 23

5 8 8 12 31

2 1 2 1 -

2 1 2 49 4

- - - - -

First Preference

Local

35

27

19

10

7

2

1Others

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

Independent

(Base: All East voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


43.

Local Election Versus 2007 General Election:

East

First Preference in 2007 General Election

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Green* 

Party

%

Indep

%

22 79 9 10 24 30

50 3 2 3 - 7

14 6 71 6 23 14

9 8 9 3 7 46

5 5 5 78 38 3

1 1 2 - 8 -

1 1 1 - - -

First Preference

Local 

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

2009 

%

35

27

19

10

7

2

1Others

Independent

* Small base

(Base: All East voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


44.44.

ÅWhile few were ever in doubt that Brian Crowley would be re-elected 

comfortably, with his personal qualities standing out as a clear reason for his 

strong support, it is by no means certain that he will be elected on the first 

count, as Sean Kelly puts in a strong showing and is only marginally behind. 

ÅFerris, Burke, Alan Kelly and Kathy Sinnott are all then closely tied, but well 

behind the two front runners after the first count.

ÅAlexander Stafford, Maurice Sexton, and Ned OôKeeffe all get eliminated 

relatively quickly with Senator Dan Boyle also losing out relatively early.

ÅAs Kathy Sinnott is in significant danger of loosing her seat, this opens up the 

chance for Fine Gael to take the two remaining seats with Colm Burke and Sean 

Kelly. 

ÅThe second and third seats look too close to call but with Senator Alan Kelly 

likely to lose out in the end, the final transfers appear to go more to both Fine 

Gael candidates rather than Toireasa Ferris, giving Fine Gael the possibility of 

taking two out of three seats in this constituency

South - Summary

www.lmr.ie



45.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: South

23

20

14

13

10

9

4

4

3

1

% First 

Preference Vote

Senator Dan Boyle

Brian Crowley MEP

Séan Kelly

Ned OôKeeffe TD

Maurice Sexton (Independent)

Q.1

(Base: All South voters in EP Elections)

Cllr. Toiréasa Ferris

Alexander Stafford (Independent)

Colm Burke

Senator Alan Kelly

Kathy Sinnott MEP (Independent)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


46.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: South

23

20

14

13

10

9

4

4

3

1

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-

24

%

25-

34

%

35-

49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

20 25 23 19 23 24 22 24 16

21 19 24 22 16 19 19 17 42

19 9 14 19 18 11 12 16 11

14 12 11 12 11 16 14 12 16

8 9 8 9 8 9 11 10 3

8 11 10 9 11 8 10 9 8

5 4 1 4 4 5 4 4 5

3 5 3 3 6 3 6 3 -

1 4 2 1 1 3 2 3 -

1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 -

Q.1

(Base: All South voters in EP Elections)

Senator Dan Boyle

Brian Crowley MEP

Séan Kelly

Ned OôKeeffe TD

Maurice Sexton (Independent)

Cllr. Toiréasa Ferris

Alexander Stafford (Independent)

Colm Burke

Senator Alan Kelly

Kathy Sinnott MEP (Independent)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


47.

Reasons for First Preference Vote 

- South

% First Preference Vote 2009

Brian 

Crowley

Séan

Kelly

Toiréasa

Ferris

Colm

Burke

Alan

Kelly

Kathy 

Sinnott

55 44 35 43 34 55

31 39 38 45 41 -

11 13 22 11 20 45

2 3 4 2 4 -

1 1 1 - 1 -

Personality / Qualities

Party

Policies

None

Donôt know

46

33

17

2

1

All Voters

2009

%

2004

%

(35)

(33)

(26)

(6)

(1)

Q.2 Please tell me which one of the following was the main reason why you decided to give your first preference vote to 

that candidate in the European Parliament elections

(Base: All South voters in EP Elections)



48.

Local Election Versus European Election First Preference:

South

2009 

%

First Preference European Parliament 2009

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Green 

Party

%

Indep

%

18 74 24 18 16 18

60 10 13 13 12 12

13 6 6 14 10 37

7 8 50 5 16 20

- - 2 3 47 2

3 2 1 47 - 8

First Preference

Local

37

24

14

13

9

3

Independent/ 

Others

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

(Base: All South voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


49.

Local Election Versus 2007 General Election:

South

2009 

%

First Preference in 2007 General Election

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Green* 

Party

%

Indep/*

Others

%

28 76 19 7 8 28

44 4 16 2 - 3

12 6 8 17 30 17

11 11 45 - 25 8

1 1 3 2 30 2

4 10 10 72 8 72

First Preference

Local

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

37

24

14

13

9

3

Independent/ 

Others

* Small base

(Base: All South voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


50.50.

ÅFrom the outset, it looks like it is only the final seat where the real contest will 

occur. Pat óThe Copeô Gallagher and Jim Higgins both get strong first 

preference support, with a fist full of candidates competing for the third 

position.

ÅApart from Marian Harkin, all other Independent candidates are likely to go 

relatively quickly, along with OôKeefe, Mooney and Mac Lochlainn, leaving 

Marian Harkin and Declan Ganley fighting it out for the third seat.

ÅGanley gets good support from the outset from the younger voter, while 

Harkin gets her support  particularly from women. Ganleyôspolicies are a key 

reason he attracted the first preference support that he did, while Harkinôs 

perceived personal qualities clearly were a key reason for her vote.

ÅIn the end it is likely that Marian Harkin will get better transfers which should 

see her take the final seat

North West - Summary

www.lmr.ie



51.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: North West

21

19

13

10

10

9

8

5

2

1

1

1

1

% First 

Preference Vote

Pat óThe Copeô Gallagher

Declan Ganley

Marian Harkin MEP (Independent)

Jim Higgins MEP

John Francis Higgins (Independent)

Thomas King (Independent)

Cllr Pádraig Mac Lochlainn

Michael McNamara (Independent)

Paschal Mooney

Susan OôKeeffe

Fiachra OôLuain (Independent)

Senator Joe OôReilly

Noel McCullagh (Independent)

(Q.1)

(Base: All North West voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


52.

First Preference Vote: European Election 

Ballot Paper: North West

SEX AGE CLASS

Male

%

Female

%

18-

24

%

25-

34

%

35-

49

%

50+

%

ABC1

%

C2DE

%

F

%

21 21 24 17 13 26 20 21 20

21 17 13 18 20 20 16 17 31

9 18 10 11 17 13 17 9 15

12 8 7 11 9 11 7 10 18

12 8 17 10 10 8 12 11 5

11 7 15 11 11 4 7 13 2

5 12 8 11 9 6 11 8 2

6 5 2 4 4 7 4 7 6

2 2 1 4 1 1 3 1 2

1 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 -

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 -

1 1 - - - 1 1 1 -

- 1 - 2 - - 1 - -

21

19

13

10

10

9

8

5

2

1

1

1

1

(Q.1)

(Base: All North West voters in EP Elections)

Pat óThe Copeô Gallagher

Declan Ganley

Marian Harkin MEP (Independent)

Jim Higgins MEP

John Francis Higgins (Independent)

Thomas King (Independent)

Cllr Pádraig Mac Lochlainn

Michael McNamara (Independent)

Paschal Mooney

Susan OôKeeffe

Fiachra OôLuain (Independent)

Senator Joe OôReilly

Noel McCullagh (Independent)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html
http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


53.

Reasons for First Preference Vote 

- North West

% First Preference Vote 2009

Pat 

óThe Copeô 

Gallagher

Marian

Harkin

Jim

Higgins

Joe 

OôReilly

Declan 

Ganley

Pádraig

Mac 

Lochlainn

Paschal

Mooney

Susan 

OôKeeffe

38 56 30 45 37 22 50 39

43 8 50 39 5 49 36 30

18 28 18 13 47 25 11 25

1 4 1 - 8 4 4 10

- 3 1 4 2 4 - 1

Personality / Qualities

Party

Policies

None

Donôt know

39

33

23

4

2

All Voters

2009

%

2004

%

(32)

(34)

(26)

(6)

(2)

Q.2 Please tell me which one of the following was the main reason why you decided to give your first preference vote to 

that candidate in the European Parliament elections

(Base: All North West voters in EP Elections)



54.

Local Election Versus European Election First Preference:

North West

2009 

%

First Preference

Local

42

27

13

8

8

2

Independent/ 

Others

First Preference European Parliament 2009

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Libertas

%

Indep/

Others

%

14 88 19 12 29 41

73 43 8 8 22 19

8 3 18 7 26 33

2 4 48 4 6 7

3 1 4 64 4 7

1 - 3 4 4 3

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

(Base: All North West voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


55.

Local Election Versus 2007 General Election:

North West  

2009 

%

First Preference in 2007 General Election

Fianna

Fáil

%

Fine 

Gael

%

Labour

%

Sinn 

Féin

%

Green 

Party*

%

Indep/

Others*

%

27 81 19 17 15 24

50 5 2 4 16 20

11 6 7 6 31 56

5 3 64 6 15 -

4 3 5 64 - -

1 1 4 - 23 -

First Preference

Local 

Q.3 Which party did you give your first preference vote to in the LOCAL elections today?

42

27

13

8

8

2

Independent/ 

Others

* Small base

(Base: All North West voters in EP Elections)

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/download/brand/49878.html


56.

European and Local Elections 

- Exit Poll

June 5th 2009

Prepared for

41109197


