
RTÉ Audience Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 29 March at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ  

 
Communique 

 
Attendance:   Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Robin O'Sullivan; 

Mary Stuart; Ebun Akpoveta; Deirdre Carroll; Bríd O’Brien; Clare 
Watson;  Donal O'Grady; Paddy Richardson; Rachel Holstead 

 
Apologies:  Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative); Gregory Fromholz; 

Kathriona Devereux 
 
In Attendance: Beverly Hanly, Secretary to the RTÉ Audience Council 
   Adrian Moynes, RTÉ Group Secretary 
   Alan Gilsenan, Chairman of RTÉ Board’s Editorial & Creative Output  

Sub-Committee 
 
 

It was noted that the Board of RTÉ had approved the appointment of two new members 
(Kathriona Devereux and Gregory Fromholz) to fill the current vacancies.  A third 
appointment will be made in due course. 
 
 
Communique – 9 February 2012 
 
The Communique was agreed and signed. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Details of the media programme on Radio 1 were confirmed:  The Media Show, produced by 
independent company Athena Media, will commence an eight week run on Saturday 14 April 
at 7.30 p.m.  
 
Possible agenda items for the joint meeting with BBCNI Audience Council (to take place 
later in the year) should include compare and contrast how the two bodies relate to their 
audiences and broadcast corporations.  Regional coverage could also form part of the agenda.  
Members may still amend or add to this list. 
 
Young Peoples (0-14s) TV Research Autumn 2011 to assess children’s access to, and 
engagement with, TV and Online Media – Presentation by Audience Research  
 
Gareth Ivory, Head of Audience Research; Aisling O’Reilly, Senior Research Officer and 
Sheila De Courcy, Commissioning Editor Young Peoples Programming were in attendance 
for this item. 
 
The Chairman said that the Broadcasting Act 2009 states:  An audience council may 
require its corporation to conduct, or arrange to be conducted, as far as is reasonably 
practicable, a survey of children and young persons, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
views and interests of children and young persons in respect of public service 
broadcasting by the corporation and the purpose of today’s session was to see how the 
Council might add value to existing research rather than starting over.   
 
The presentation was followed by a discussion with the executives.  The Council noted that 
there was a lot of very interesting data contained in the findings from a social and cultural 
perspective.  In this regard, members wondered if, in fulfilment of its public service remit, 



RTÉ might find a way of sharing the information with other interested parties (e.g. 
educational bodies) while at the same time maintaining the confidentiality vis a vis 
scheduling.   
 
At the end of the discussion, the Chairman thanked the executives for their attendance and 
said the Council will now review all the information and will revert with any questions they 
might have arising out of that review. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The Secretary updated the Council on events which had occurred since the last meeting. 
It was confirmed that the Council’s observations on satirical programmes on radio had been 
passed on to the production team and taken on board. 
 
With regard to concerns about Claracha Gaeilge, RTÉ clarified that programme-making, not 
output,  has been suspended for the period Sept/Dec 2012. It was pointed out that this is not 
an unusual occurrence and has happened also in other genres in RTÉ where budget cuts have 
had to be made. However, there are a number of programmes “in the can” for the autumn so 
there will be a run, albeit somewhat reduced, of Irish-Language programmes during that 
season.  The amount of Irish-Language output celebrating RTÉ’s  involvement with 
Seachtain na Gaeilge once again this year was noted, including Bernard Dunne’s Bród Club 
which also has an online learning resource.  
 
BAI Investigations:  Prime Time Investigates A Mission to Prey and The Frontline 
Presidential Debate 
 
The Council were given an update on the progress of the BAI inquiry into Prime Time 
Investigates and the likely timeline for publication of its findings.  It also noted the 
upholding of complaints about The Frontline Presidential Debate. 
 
It was agreed that following publication of the report into Prime Time Investigates, the 
Council will convene to discuss it.  A joint meeting with the RTÉ Board will also be arranged 
at the earliest possible opportunity.  In the meantime, the Council wished to record its 
concern about these two serious matters and to convey that concern to the RTÉ Board.  It 
would expect to have engagement with the Board during the latter’s deliberations on the 
matter. 
 
Members’ Issues  
 
During the discussion on current affairs, members made a number of observations from 
experience. 
 
Firstly, it was said that RTÉ programmes by contrast with BBC current affairs discussions 
are often presenter led.  In such cases discussions on RTÉ seemed to be shaped too often by 
the interests and instincts of the presenter rather than by the nature of the subject under 
discussion. 
 
The second point concerned the responsibility of programme-makers to all contributors and 
members of the audience who have been invited to participate in live discussions.  Council 
members spoke about the frustration and disappointment of contributors who, having 
prepared themselves to make a contribution, found that they had no opportunity to do so, 
either because of time pressures or because the programme took another direction. 
 



Finally, referring to current media debates on reform in the public service, the point was 
made that it should not be assumed that reform of the public service always requires 
retraction or cutbacks. 
 
The Council expressed its appreciation to Mr Gilsenan for his open and frank engagement 
with them on a wide range of issues of mutual interest and concern. 
 
Dates of future Meetings 
 

Thursday 17 May 2012 
Thursday 12 July 2012 

 
 
 
Signed_____________________________________________________ 
 Chairperson 


