
RTÉ Audience Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 9 February 2012 at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ  

 
Communique 

 
Attendance:   Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Robin O'Sullivan; Mary 

Stuart; Ebun Akpoveta; Deirdre Carroll; Bríd O’Brien; Clare Watson; Joe 
Little (RTÉ Board representative); Donal O'Grady; Paddy Richardson 

 
Apologies:  Rachel Holstead  
 
In Attendance:  Beverly Hanly, Secretary to the RTÉ Audience Council 
   Adrian Moynes, RTÉ Group Secretary 
 
 
At the outset, the Council congratulated the Chairperson on his appointment to the Council of State. 
 
Communique – 15 December 2011 
 
The Communique was agreed and signed. 
 
Note on Joint Meeting with RTÉ Board – 15 December 2011 
 
This was noted. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
The Council wished to register its concern at comments about the current situation in the country 
which were made on a recent Late Late Show. They had caused offence and upset to a number of 
people.   
 
Referring back to concerns expressed at the October meeting that satirical programmes such as 
Green Tea should not mock public figures on the grounds of their actual or supposed sexual 
orientation, and subsequent confirmation that these concerns had been passed on to the corporate 
editorial group, members were disappointed to learn that this type of content had once again been 
included in a recent episode of Green Tea. 
 
Following general discussion on the sensationalisation of journalism, it was agreed that relevant 
executives would be invited to a future meeting to enable members articulate their concerns directly 
to them. 
 
Members’ attention was drawn to the current public consultation which the BAI is conducting on its 
draft code of Fairness, Objectivity and Impartiality in News and Current Affairs Programming.  The 
deadline for receipt of submissions is 14 March 2012. 
 
It was agreed that all of the concerns expressed during this discussion would be conveyed to the 
Board of RTÉ. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The Secretary updated the Council on events since the last meeting. 
 
Radio Series on Media Proposal: Update 
 
The Council were pleased to note the confirmation from Radio management that this series will go 
ahead in Spring 2012, precise details to follow. 
 
Programme for 2012: Progress Report 
 
Contact has been made with the BBCNI Audience Council and a joint meeting will be arranged in 
due course.  It was agreed that the RTÉ Audience Council would finalise its list of suggested topics 
for discussion at its meeting on 29 March. 



 
The Council were informed that research to assess children’s access to, and engagement with, TV and 
Online Media had been commissioned by RTÉ as recently as 2011, and therefore a lot of data is 
already available.  It was agreed that the Head of Audience Research and the Commissioning Editor 
of Young Peoples Programmes would be invited to the March meeting to interpret this data and to 
facilitate a discussion as to how best the Council might seek to extend the research. 
 
The draft text of the proposed information leaflet about the work of the Council was circulated along 
with examples of possible formats.  The suggested amendments to the text will be incorporated and 
further revisions to the design made in advance of the March meeting.  Consideration will also be 
given to producing a comment card. 
 
It was noted that the main events at which RTÉ has a presence are the Young Scientist and National 
Ploughing Championships, and so these might be considered by Council as being appropriate ones to 
attend.  Various other means of drawing the public’s attention to the Council’s remit and role were 
also suggested. 
 
The list of possible guests to invite to future meetings to encourage wider debate is being finalised.  
The Chairman of the RTÉ Board’s Editorial and Creative Output Committee will attend the March 
meeting. 
 
Members’ Issues 
 
The Council complimented RTÉ on its coverage of the recent sinking of the fishing vessel in Glandore 
Bay and the subsequent search for the bodies of the fishermen.  Paschal Sheehy and Jennie O’Sullivan 
were singled out for praise.  The tone of the report was absolutely right at all times.  Compliments 
were also paid to Paul Reynolds for his sensitive coverage of the recent shooting dead of the young 
girl in Tallaght. 
 
There was some concern expressed about a perceived sense of negativity across the media in general. 
 
The Council expressed its concern on learning that, due to financial constraints, output from RTÉ 
Television’s Cláracha Gaeilge department is to be suspended for part of this year, and the staff 
redeployed to other areas.  This is an important strand of public service broadcasting.  In particular, 
the Council registered concern that, even on a temporary basis, the dispersal of a dedicated unit with 
particular (including linguistic) expertise might have serious strategic implications for RTÉ’s Irish-
language output. It was noted that, for the moment, programming would continue to be 
commissioned from the independent sector.  The Council is to return to this issue. 
 
The Council’s attention was drawn to a public consultation which the BAI had just concluded on 
access rules.  There will be implications for RTÉ because the BAI will be imposing legally binding 
obligations.  
 
BAI Inquiry into Prime Time Investigates A Mission to Prey 
 
The Council were given a confidential briefing on the current status of this investigation.  It is hoped 
that this inquiry will conclude shortly, after which the two internal RTÉ reports will also be 
published. 
 
The Council were informed that RTÉ’s Programme Makers Guidelines are currently being revised 
and updated. 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
Thursday, 29 March 2012 at 11.00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ___________________________________ 
 Chairperson 


