
RTÉ Audience Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 15 December 2011 at 9.30 a.m. to 11.15 a.m. in RTÉ  

 
Communique 

 
Attendance:   Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Robin O'Sullivan; Mary 

Stuart; Rachel Holstead; Ebun Akpoveta; Deirdre Carroll; Bríd O’Brien; 
Clare Watson 

 
Apologies:  Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative) who was attending the RTÉ Board 

meeting; Donal O'Grady; Paddy Richardson 
 
In Attendance: Beverly Hanly, Secretary to the RTÉ Audience Council 
 
 
Section 96(18) of the Broadcasting Act 2009 states that “At least once in each year an audience 
council shall meet with the board of its corporation”.   The first such meeting took place prior to 
the commencement of the Board and Council meetings later in the morning.  Due to time, and 
other constraints, it had been agreed in advance that the format of this joint meeting would be 
that both Chairpersons would make a formal statement and that a further joint meeting would 
be arranged early in 2012 when a fuller exchange can take place. 
 
The Audience Council meeting then proceeded. 
 
Communique – 27 October 2011  
 
The Communique was agreed and signed. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Saorview:  the inclusion of an information leaflet in a recent edition of the RTÉ Guide was 
welcomed as a good initiative. 
 
It was confirmed that the comments made at the last meeting concerning Saorview, Local 
Heroes, RTÉ Radio Player; sensationalistion in journalism; mocking of public figures and the 
filling of the post of Environment Correspondent had been conveyed to the relevant 
executives as well as to RTÉ’s weekly Corporate Editorial Board meeting. 
 
It had been confirmed at the joint meeting held earlier that the Council may expect a response to 
its proposal regarding a media programme on Radio by the end of the year. 
 
The Council were advised that the RTÉ Board would review RTÉ’s internal and external 
investigations arising from the Prime Time Investigates programme A Mission To Prey at its 
meeting that morning.  The BAI is also undertaking an investigation under Section 53 of the 
Broadcasting Act 2009 and has formally requested that all of RTÉ’s investigations and 
recommendations should be kept confidential until the BAI’s own statutory inquiry is 
completed in early 2012.  (The Board issued a statement following its meeting which included a statement 
that it accepted this request).  At the joint meeting earlier in the day, it had been agreed that the 
Board and the Council will discuss the matter at the earliest opportunity once the BAI 
investigation has been concluded. 
   



Secretary’s Report 
  
The Secretary updated the Council on events since the last meeting. 
 
Revised Draft Programme for 2012 / Members’ issues 
 
Prior to discussion on the draft programme, it was pointed out that the list of events was not 
prescriptive or definitive,  and members were free to offer other suggestions as the year 
unfolds.  Following discussion of the various items listed, the programme was agreed, on the 
understanding that it would be further refined and added to in the light of discussion at the 
Council. In particular, it was agreed that prospective ‘outside’ guests who might be invited 
to brief Council meetings might include a television critic and also a speaker with some 
expertise in the area of media stereotyping and the challenges of normalisation, as they relate 
to the place of the new Irish in the national media.  Regular updating at Council meetings 
will provide continuing opportunity for reviewing the programme 
 
Members’ issues raised related to attendance at public events. 
 
Amendment to the Standing Orders  
 
The amendment to Section 2.4 was agreed and the revised Standing Orders will be published 
on RTÉ.ie. 
 
Future Meetings: 
 
The next meeting was provisionally agreed for Thursday 26 January 2012 at 11.00 a.m. in 
RTÉ. 
 
Three further dates were noted, as provisional dates for future meetings. 
Thursday 15 March; Thursday 10 May and Thursday 12 July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________________________________ 
 Chairperson 


