
RTÉ Audience Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 12 July 2012 at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ  

 
Communique 

 
Attendance:   Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Robin O'Sullivan; 

Ebun Akpoveta; Deirdre Carroll; Donal O'Grady; Paddy Richardson; 
Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative); Kathriona Devereux; 
Clare Watson 

 
Apologies: Gregory Fromholz; Rachel Holstead; Bríd O’Brien; Mary Stuart 

 
 

In Attendance: Beverly Hanly (Secretary to RTÉ Audience Council) 
  Adrian Moynes (RTÉ Group Secretary) 
 Clare Duignan (Managing Director Radio) 
  Mairead Ní Nuadhain (Deputy Director of Television) 
 
 
 
Communique of meeting held on 17 May 2012 
 
The Communique was agreed. 
 
Matter Arising 
 
The current financial situation facing the organisation, as well as the implications thereof, 
will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
It was confirmed that the Council’s 2011 Annual Report was submitted on time to the 
Minister for Communications, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) and the Board of 
RTÉ.   
 
Secretary’s Report  
 
The Secretary updated the Council on events which had occurred since the last meeting. 
 
RTÉ’s Irish Language Programme Output (and policy) 
 
Clare Duignan and Mairead Ní Nuadhain were in attendance for this item. 
 
The purpose of this discussion was to establish RTÉ’s overall policy on Irish language 
programming and followed the format of a Q&A session.     
 
The Audience Council email account had received some correspondence expressing concern 
about the ‘repositioning’ of Raidió na Gaeltachta.  It was clarified that this word had been 
taken from a financial document and so was being used in a financial context which had 
unfortunately caused some confusion and concern amongst the audience. It certainly did not 
signify any intention to depart from the essential character of Raidio na Gaeltachta as an 
Irish-language broadcasting service.   
 



It was confirmed that while staff in RTÉ’s Irish Language unit had been re-assigned 
temporarily, there would still be Irish language content broadcast. 
 
A  recently commissioned review of RTÉ’s output in Irish is still under consideration 
internally.  It was agreed that the Council would resume this discussion when this internal 
process had been completed. The Council was informed that, in respect of Irish-language(as 
with other) programmes, RTÉ’s role was that of a broadcaster, wherever the programme 
content might originate. 
 
The Council thanked Ms Duignan and Ms Ní Nuadhain for their attendance. 
 
Prior to her departure, the Council expressed its congratulations to Ms Duignan and all her 
colleagues in RTÉ Radio on the recent successes at the New York Festivals, and in particular 
to RTÉ Radio 1 which had won Broadcaster of the Year for the second year running. 
 
Programme for 2012 – review 
 
(i) Meeting with BBCNI Audience Council 
 
Efforts continue to identify a mutually convenient date for the joint meeting with the BBCNI 
Audience Council.  The RTÉ Council has proposed some Agenda items, including access 
issues and Children/Young Peoples programming as these have been recurring topics at its 
previous meetings. 
 
(ii) Initiative re Children/Youth Programming 

 
Referring to the presentation by Audience Research at the meeting on 29 March  entitled 
Young Peoples (0-14s) TV Research Autumn 2011 to assess children’s access to, and engagement with, TV and 
Online Media, and subsequent discussions, the view was reiterated that the public interest 
would be well served if some of the main findings (aggregate data on the engagement of 
children and young people with the broadcast media) could be shared at least with 
educationists, parents and  key agencies involved with the care of children and young people.  
 
The Council agreed that it would request the RTÉ Board to examine whether considerations 
of commercial sensitivity and/or other issues of confidentiality would allow such a sharing of 
the data in question or portions thereof. 
 
Further initiatives which the Council may wish to take will be discussed once the RTÉ 
Board’s response has been received and also after the Council has had the opportunity to 
discuss with the BBCNI Audience Council its experiences in this area. 
 
(iii) Presence at Public Events which have an RTÉ Corporate participation 
 
It was agreed that the Council’s presence at such public events should be as part of the 
overall corporate RTÉ stand, which could include the Council’s logo and the brochure would 
be available for visitors.  It was also suggested that a short questionnaire might be prepared 
which would initiate engagement between Council members present at the event and those 
members of the public who visit the stand.   
 
It was noted that the Ploughing Championships this year will be held from 25 to 27 



September in New Ross, Co Wexford.  Members were requested to advise the Secretary if 
they are in a position to attend at any stage.   
 
 
(iv) Programme entitlement on Radio and Television (and to include a review of The 

Media  Show) 
 

The Council reviewed The Media Show which had run for eight weeks from Saturday, 14 April 
on RTÉ Radio 1 at 7.30 p.m.  Some reservations were expressed about the transmission slot 
and some aspects of the format but overall the reaction was positive.  The Council wished to 
register that it welcomed RTÉ’s response to its initiative in this regard.   Audience research 
data (JNLR) is awaited and will be available at the end of July.   
 
The Council will consider its proposals for 2013 in due course, noting that any such 
programmes would benefit from more prominent promotion. 
 
Turning to the provision in Section 96 (13.b) of the Broadcasting Act 2009 that an Audience 
Council may “….require that its corporation provide the equivalent of up to one hour of television 
programme material….”, it was agreed that the 2012 provision should focus on the ‘new Irish’ 
and one suggestion was put forward as to how this might be done.  Discussions with 
Television management should be initiated to explore how this objective might best be 
achieved.  There will be further discussion at the next meeting.  The RTÉ Board will be 
advised of this decision. 
 
It was also suggested that RTÉ be urged to set targets in its Annual Statement of 
Performance Commitments to reflect the diversity in today’s Ireland.  Publication of the 
Commitments is a statutory obligation and their achievement is monitored. 
 
(v) Public Lecture/Seminar on media-related topic 

 
Section 96 (13.a) states that an Audience Council may hold public meetings.  The Council is 
of the view that the recommendation in the Horgan Report  that RTÉ consider organising a 
‘public expert conference’ on public service broadcasting affords the Council the opportunity 
to hold such an event in conjunction with RTÉ.  It was agreed that this proposal would be 
formally conveyed to the RTÉ Board, noting the desirability of the event taking place before 
the end of 2012. 
 
Members Issues 
 
It was agreed that a short position paper on Access Services would be prepared for 
consideration at the Council’s next meeting with a view to formulating a position to put to 
the RTÉ Board thereafter. 
 
The Council endorsed the view that an adequate licence fee was necessary – and justified – 
for the funding of a vibrant public interest broadcasting service such as RTÉ, and urged that 
the case for such a service be made strongly, not least in terms of its value to a healthy 
democracy. 
 
Any Other Business 
 



Concern was expressed about a particular promo for an upcoming programme which had 
been transmitted at an inappropriate time.  Members said that the same care should apply to 
scheduling promos as there is to advertisements. 
 
Methods of improving regular contact with the RTÉ Board were discussed, and will be 
explored further at the Council’s next meeting. 
 

Date of Next Meeting: 

 Thursday, 27 September 2012 

 

 

 

 

Signed: _________________________________________________ 
 Chairman 
 
 


